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Turn to page 16 
and get the answer 
to that and 
like it 


EBD. THREE LETTE 
PREVENT CERTAIN 


INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW FULL-SIZE TUNDRA. Short for Electronic Brake- 
force Distribution, EBD redistributes brake force to help maximize stopping power, even 
while hauling a heavy load. Along with VSC} TRAC, ABS, and Brake Assist? EBD is one 
of the features of the Toyota Star Safety System™™ It’s part of the most comprehensive 
suite of safety equipment in its class, and it comes standard on every new Tundra. 


The ABC's of ABS. The 4-whee!l Anti-lock Brake System (ABS) 
repeatedly releases brake pressure for fractions of a second. Instead 
of locking up the wheels in an emergency braking situation, ABS 
helps keep them rotating, so the driver can retain steering control. 


Vehicle Stability Control (VSC)? 
VSC is a technology that uses the 
braking system to help restore the 
intended steering angle if a loss of 
traction is detected during cornering. 


THE RIGHT HARDWARE. THE RIGHT SOFTWARE. The all-new Tundra uses 4-piston 
front calipers—one of the first for a 1/2-ton truck—to grip its 13.9" x 1.26" vented front rotors. 
That is serious hardware. But it's the software that makes Tundra’s brake contro! system so 
smart. Among the standard technologies on the all-new Tundra is Brake Assist? which uses 
sensors to detect sudden or “panic” braking and, if necessary, applies additional brake 
pressure to help prevent a collision. 

Find out more at toyota.com 


THE TRUCK THAT’S CHANGING IT ALL. 


JEFF CHIU / AP 


We're not sure what Baron Davis was yellin’, 
16 Best by number but we know this: The reason the Mavs were 


There are tons of numbers in sports—stats, splits, magic smellin’ was the Warriors were jellin’. 


numbers, record numbers—but the most poignant may be 
the digits athletes wear on their backs. By Matt Crossman 
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Send your editorial comments 


to Senior VP/Editorial Director John Rawlings To subscribe to Sporting News call 800-777-6785. 
at jrawlings @sportingnews.com. Listen to Sporting News Radio online at radio.sportingnews.com. 


For address changes or subscription questions or problems, e-mail subscription @sportingnews.com. For delivery questions or problems, e-mail delivery @ sportingnews.com. 


“PRECISION TIMER” 
TAKES YOU SMELL. 
REAT ALL DAY 
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The Best a Man Can Get™ 


NOTHING GETS YOU CLOSER 


Welcome to the most realistic Major League Baseball’ sim ever. 
With all-new innovative features like Adaptive Pitching Intelligence 
that will keep you guessing at the plate. The innovative new Pitch 


Command System has you take control of your full repertoire. And 


a r ) the new Career mode allows you to walk in the spikes of a major 
ati leaguer, as you hit and field from the player's perspective. Whether 


SET AN RT a HF you're playing in an online league or franchise mode, MLB O7 THE 
aSYrii| ‘ g 
i CLL SHOVV™ makes every other baseball sim seem like, well, the minors. 
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/FANTASY BASEBALL/ Analyze this 


Whether you're considering a trade or a waiver-wire pickup, Fantasy Source’s player analyzer tool 


can help you make the decision. Just plug in a few names and get a complete look at their 2006 and 
’07 numbers and their full-season stat projections. Go to fantasysource.com/baseball. 


/NHL/ One last conference call 


What can you expect in the conference finals? Hockey experts Kara Yorio and Ray Sloyer will 
preview the two series and make picks in their blogs at Sportingnews.com/nhl. 


/NBA/ Moving on 


Will the second round of the playoffs be as exciting as the first? Get a handle on what’s ahead in 


Sean Deveney’s blog at sportingnews.com/experts/sean-deveney. 


/MEMBERS/ Five-star profile 


Member name: Beachman7 
Member since: March 2005 
Favorite teams: Yankees, Bills, 
Lakers, Sabres, Tony Stewart, Buffalo Bulls col- 
lege basketball, USC football 
On the Bills’ NFL draft performance: “Marv 
Levy and his staff added some great young 
talent to their much-depleted roster. Mar- 
shawn Lynch will hopefully be a great running 
back here, especially with the offseason moves 
to bolster the offensive line. Paul Posluszny will 
be a welcome addition at linebacker. He has 
great skill and leadership ability.” 
On the NFL in general: “The Super Bow! is 


almost like a national holiday!” 

On the new rules in the NHL: “The game 
seems to be much faster and more exciting to 
watch.” 

On NASCAR: “I never thought in a million 
years that I would ever enjoy NASCAR. I used 
to think it was just a bunch of guys going fast 
in a big circle. I was definitely wrong. There is 
much skill, thought, teamwork, passion and, 
most of all, guts in this sport.” 


Do you have the guts to start your own 
blog? Join our free community at 


members.sportingnews.com/member. 
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If the NBA is your game, The Dave Smith Show should 
be on your dial. Listen every weekday from 1 to 4 p.m. ET. 
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New York, we’ve got a problem 


It’s different in New York, they tell you. The Yankees aren't like any 
other team. 

Actually, they have a lot in common with all the other teams that 
haven’t won a World Series the past six 
years. Frustrated fans. A manager in 
danger of losing his job. Star players 
whose performances often don’t rise to 
the level of their contracts. And a pitching 
staff that—even with Roger Clemens— 
puts the fear of God in pretty much no 
one. 

It’s been a season of jangled nerves and 
panicky moves for Joe Torre, Brian 


MATT SLOCUM / AP 


Cashman and Torre are betting the farm on 
Clemens, shown last week throwing for 
pitching coach Ron Guidry. 
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KATHY WILLENS / AP 


Houston public schools report declining test scores; ‘It's on me; McGrady says 
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Cashman and the Yanks, who entered the week two games below .500 
and at least one prolonged hot streak behind the top-shelf Red Sox in 
the A.L. East. They said in spring training they wouldn’t promote 


20-year-old phenom Philip Hughes to the 
big club, yet there he was in the rotation until 
he injured a hamstring last week. They said 
Mariano Rivera wouldn't pitch in the eighth 
inning, but that’s gone by the boards, too. 
And what's with Andy Pettitte working in 
relief between starts? Weird stuff. 

Injuries have played into these moves, of 
course, but so has outright desperation. For 
Torre’s sake, for Cashman’s as well as George 
Steinbrenner’s (a man can take only so 
much), a 100-win formula must be discov- 
ered immediately if not sooner. 

It’s just not gonna happen. 

Set aside the Red Sox’s superiority and, for 
that matter, the strong possibility the A.L. 
wild card will come from the Central Divi- 
sion. Set aside what it symbolizes for the Yan- 
kees—who supposedly had espoused a phi- 
losophy of blending more rising stars with 
their aging superstars—to reach back in time 
for a 44-year-old mercenary whose hand-it- 
to-the-closer days rest on a mantle in Texas. 

For now, focus on the Yankees’ worst move 
in all of this: giving Clemens the right to be 
somewhere else when it isn’t his day to shine. 
No member of any team deserves his own 
special work-release program. Clemens got 
away with it in Houston, but this isn’t 
Houston, It is different in New York, a city of 
titans where showing up and being account- 
able means something. 

Who will distract the hounds from 
attacking Torre and any player who’s strug- 
gling? Who will mentor the young pitchers? 
Not Clemens. He won't be around much. 
And that will hurt far more than it helps. 
—Steve Greenberg 


New-look Nash offered cameo in series finale of Sopranos 


Show 
business 


Bemoan the current lack of Law & 
Order reruns all you want, non-NBA 
fans, but there’s something even 
better on TNT these days: the playoff 
edition of the network’s genial, funny 
Inside the NBA, which was named 
outstanding daily studio show at the 
2007 Sports Emmy Awards last 
week, The show's host and resident 
straight man, Ernie Johnson, also 
pulled off one of the big upsets of 
the night when he beat heavy hitters 
Joe Buck, Bob Costas and James 
Brown to win the award for 
outstanding studio host. Because 
anyone who puts up with Charles 
Barkley on a regular basis deserves 
something. —Tricia Garner 


Shuttlecock 
jocks 


SN staffer 
Jim Meier, a 
former 
badminton 
coach at Duke, 
offers his take 
on the Vitamin 
Water ad 
running incessantly during the NBA 
playoffs—in which Brian Urlacher and 
David Ortiz win the badminton world 
championship. 

Having been to the world 
championships last year in Anaheim, 
| can say that the representation of 
the court and crowd in the ad is very 
authentic. Far better, sadly, than the 
actors’ badminton skills. Ortiz’s hand- 
eye coordination and Urlacher's 
speed and footwork should have 
translated well here, but the 
linebacker’s “intimidating” dive 
toward the net is pathetic. These two 
need more than a super-vitamin 
drink to win in this arena. 


The competition is on for Russell and Quinn 


Less than a week after being drafted, the NFL's 
newest stars suited up for their first minicamps. 
Raiders top pick JaMarcus Russell fumbled a 
couple of snaps on his first day, and Brady Quinn 
struggled while throwing into the wind at Browns 
camp. But, hey, it beats a four-hour wait in the 
greenroom. 

In Oakland, Andrew Walter sits atop the Raiders’ 
depth chart for now, but Josh McCown, another 
quarterback the Raiders acquired on draft weekend, 
has made a good first impression. Although he 
doesn’t have Russell’s rocket arm, McCown has 
impressed coaches with his accuracy and work 
ethic. He’ll become Russell’s top competition. 

Browns coach Romeo Crennel told 2006 starter 
Charlie Frye that he has the current edge, but he'll 
have to compete to stay ahead of Quinn. Read that 


BEN MARGOT / AP 


Ready or not, here they come. 


to mean Quinn will start as soon as he shows he’s ready. —Rob Hurtt 


‘If you want to send a message 
to my Tigers, stay away from Gary 


Hoops 
dreamer 


James Naismith had lost both his 


parents by the age of 9. He drank 

too much as a young 

man. He became a [ ; 

soldier and an 

ordained minister, 

earned two 

masters degrees 

and studied the 

effects of 

alcohol and 

cigarettes on 

the human 

body. You 

know him as the inventor 

of basketball, but Naismith was 

“a renaissance man,’ according to 

his grandson lan, who totes the 

original 13 rules of the game ina 

golden briefcase and travels the 

country in a battered RV in the new 

documentary Basketball Man 

(basketballmanmovie.com). 
Ten of those rules stand today, a 

testament to Naismith’s vision. The 

four-hour doc is simply too long— 

many comments from current NBA 

players are out of context and 

disruptive—but watched over a few 

days, it will leave you with a stirring 


ROBERT F BUKATY / AP 
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TONY DEJAK / AP 


Sheffield and his midsection.’ 


—Todd “The Closer” Jones (page 42) 


appreciation for a truly fascinating 
man. —S.G. 


Sense trainer denies horse was raised in suburbs >> Lions rookie WR Johnson forgets how to catch overnight >> Not to be outdone, Mets sign Ron Darling, Sid Fernandez 
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PICK of the WEEK 


‘ A 
Redick could shoot as well as 
any old-timer ... we assume. 


SUN 13 coteze Basketball’s 
Ten Greatest Shooters (2 p.m.., 
CBS) are revealed, and the possi- 
bilities are fascinating. J.J. Redick? 
Glen Rice? Steve Alford? Larry 
Bird? Look, that’s as far back as 
some of us go, so sue us. 


In the May 21 issue 


9 
Heyyy ... don’t you 
know Lou Piniella? 


SAT Big league fans get Cubs-Phillies, Angels-Rangers or 
Tigers-Twins at 3:30 on FOX. See? And you thought we couldn't go five 
seconds without mentioning one of the New York teams. 


Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel (10 p.m., HBO) enters the 
NEL’s vicious world of multiple concussions, which can cause permanent 
injury to the brain and lead to debilitating memory loss, dementia and 
severe depression. Also on the docket: illegal performance-enhancing 
drugs in horse racing. Yes, folks, if you're looking for a rockin’ good time, 
Gumbel’s your man. 


Link (10 p.m., ESPN 
Classic) plays the 
degrees-of-separation 
game with 1. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and 
Dale Earnhardt; 2. Pele 
and O.J. Simpson; and 
3. Phil Rizzuto and 
Jerome Bettis. If that 
sounds hard to believe, = SEN 5 

you should’ve been They used different appendages to move the 
there the time they ball upfield, but Pele and 0.J. share a link. 


linked Lou Piniella to a billy goat. 


a4 


MALCOLM EMMONS 


On the new series NFL Classics (8 p.m., NFL Network), 
relive the Colts’ amazing fourth quarter comeback from 21 down to beat 
the defending champion Buccaneers in 2003. Unless you're a Bucs fan, 
in which case you've got a flip-flop drawer that needs rearranging. 

—Steve Greenberg 


Oden sure would 
look good in 
green. 


Please don’t tease the C’s (again). think the 
NBA draft lottery—promising Greg Oden and Kevin Durant as 
the top two prizes—is no big deal? Tell that to the Celtics, who 
will need a little better luck this May than they had 10 years 
ago when Tim Duncan's pingpong ball slipped through their 
fingers and landed on the River Walk. The C’s wouldn't need 
Greg Oden if they had Duncan, Tracy McGrady and Steve Nash. 


What do T-Mac and Mr. MVP have to do with this? You'll see. 
i It's Chris Webber’s—and maybe the Pistons’—last stand. 
@ Who are the biggest bang-for-the-buck guys in baseball? 
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BOB LEVERONE / SN 


DILIP VISHWANAT / SN ARCHIVES 


BOB HILLE’S 
STARTING 


Minicamp. 

It's a top 

draft pick’s 
“Welcome to the NFL” 
moment. Unless you 
count being stalked 
his senior year by 
Drew Rosenhaus. 


The Yankees. 

They're really 

struggling, so 
naturally they fire ... 
their strength coach? 
The beginning of the 
end: Pavano’s ugly 
Ab Roller injury. 


The NCAA. 

Because of 

low academic 
progress rates, 12 
D-IA football teams 
lost scholarships. 
Coaches were 
hoping they could 
just make tutors run 
stadium steps at 
dawn. 


Kobe Bryant. 

He says he 

needs help 
next season, but the 
problem isn’t talent, 
it’s toughness. 
Proof? On their 
advance reports, 
scouts have to 
specify “dance 
squad” or “team” 
when they refer to 
the Laker Girls. 


756. Well, | 

guess | have 

to resign 
myself to the 
inevitable. I’m just 
afraid that the 
moment Barry 
Bonds breaks the 
home run record, 
he’s going to get a 
big head. 
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SPIRTVA HandiHaler’ 


S (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) 


C3 e Cy ee 
Spiriva HandiHaler {tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) 
ORAL INHALATION ONLY 

Brief Summary of Prescribing Information 

INDICATIONS AND USAGE 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is indicated for the long-term, 
once-daily, maintenance treatment of bronchospasm associated with chronic obstructive pul- 
monary disease (COPD), including chronic bronchitis and emphysema. 

CONTRAINDICATIONS 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is contraindicated in patients 
with a history of hypersensitivity to atropine or its derivatives, including ipratropium, or to any 
component of this product. 

WARNINGS 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is intended as a once-daily main- 
tenance treatment for COPD and is not indicated for the initial treatment of acute episodes of 
bronchospasm, i.e., rescue therapy. 


Immediate hypersensitivity reactions, including angioedema, may occur after administration of 
SPIRIVA. If such a reaction occurs, therapy with SPIRIVA should be stopped at once and alterna- 
tive treatments should be considered. 


Inhaled medicines, including SPIRIVA, may cause paradoxical bronchospasm. If this occurs, 
treatment with SPIRIVA should be stopped and other treatments considered. 

PRECAUTIONS 

General 

As an anticholinergic drug, SPIRIVA (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) may potentially 
worsen symptoms and signs associated with narrow-angle glaucoma, prostatic hyperplasia or 
bladder-neck obstruction and should be used with caution in patients with any of these condi- 
tions. 


As a predominantly renally excreted drug, patients with moderate to severe renal impair- 
ment (creatinine clearance of <50 mL/min) treated with SPIRIVA should be monitored closely (see 
CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Pharmacokinetics, Special Populations, Renally-impaired Patients). 
Information for Patients 

It is important for patients to understand how to correctly administer SPIRIVA capsules sing 
the HandiHaler inhalation device (see Patient's Instructions for Use). SPIRIVA capsules shoul 
only be administered via the HandiHaler device and the HandiHaler device should not be used 
for administering other medications. 


fe aon should always be stored in sealed blisters. Remove only one capsule immediately 

before use, or its effectiveness may be reduced. Additional capsules that are exposed to air (i.e., 

not intended for immediate use) should be discarded. 

Eye pain or discomfort, blurred vision, visual halos or colored images in association with red 

aie from conjunctival congestion and corneal edema may be signs of acute narrow-angle 

genome: Should any of these signs and symptoms develop, consult a physician immediately. 
jotic eye drops alone are not considered to be effective treatment. 

Care must be taken not to allow the powder to enter into the eyes as this may cause blurring of 

vision and pupil dilation. 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler is a once-daily maintenance bronchodilator and should not be used for 

immediate relief of breathing problems, i.e., as a rescue medication. 

Drug Interactions 

SPIRIVA has been used concomitantly with other drugs commonly used in COPD without 

increases in adverse drug reactions. These include sympathomimetic bronchodilators, methylx- 

anthines, and oral and inhaled steroids. However, the co-administration of SPIRIVA with other 

antieneine ee Conant drugs (e.g., ipratropium) has not been studied and is therefore not 

fecommended. 


Drug/Laboratory Test Interactions 

None known. 

Carcinogenesis, ts alee Impairment of Fertility 

No evidence of tumo all was observed in a 104-week inhalation study in rats at tiotro- 
pium doses up to 0.059 mg/kg/day, in an 83-week inhalation study in female mice at doses 
up to 0.145 mg/kg/day, and in a 101-week inhalation study in male mice at doses up to 0,002 
mg/kg/day. These doses correspond to 25, 35, and 0.5 times the Recommended Human Daily 
Dose (RHDD) on a mg/m? basis, respectively. These dose multiples may be over-estimated due 
to difficulties in measuring deposited doses in animal inhalation studies. 

Tiotropium bromide demonstrated no evidence of mutagenicity or clastogenicity in the following 
assays: the bacterial gene mutation assay, the V79 Chinese hamster cell mutagenesis assay, the 
chromosomal aberration assays in human lymphocytes in vitro and mouse micronucleus forma- 
tion in vivo, and the unscheduled DNA synthesis in primary rat hepatocytes in vitro assay. 

In rats, decreases in the number of corpora lutea and the percentage of implants were noted at 
inhalation tiotropium doses of 0.078 mg/kg/day or greater (approximately 35 times the RHDD 
on a mg/m? basis). No such effects were observed at 0.009 mg/kg/day (approximately 4 times 
than the RHDD on a mg/m* basis). The fertility index, however, was not affected at inhalation 
doses up to 1.689 mg/kg/day (approximately 760 times the RHDD on a mg/m? basis). These dose 
multiples may be over-estimated due to difficulties in measuring deposited doses in animal 
inhalation studies. 

Pregnancy 

Pregnancy Category C 

No evidence of structural alterations was observed in rats and rabbits at inhalation tiotro- 
pium doses of up to 1.471 and 0.007 mg/kg/day, respectively. These doses correspond to 
approximately 660 and 6 times the recommended human daily dose (RHDD) on a mg/m? basis. 
However, in rats, fetal resorption, litter loss, decreases in the number of live pups at birth and 
the mean pup weights, and a delay in pup sexual maturation were observed at inhalation tiotro- 
pium doses of 20.078 mg/kg (approximately 35 times the RHDD on a mg/m? basis). In rabbits, 
an increase in post-implantation loss was observed at an inhalation dose of 0.4 mg/kg/day 
Dperainiatey 360 times the RHDD on a mg/m? basis). Such effects were not observed at 
inhalation doses of 0.009 and up to 0.088 mg/kg/day in rats and rabbits, respectively. These 
doses correspond to approximately 4 and 80 times the RHDD on a mg/m? basis, respectively. 
These dose multiples may be over-estimated due to difficulties in measuring deposited doses 
in animal inhalation studies. 

There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. SPIRIVA should be used 
during pregnancy only if the potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus. 

Use in Labor and Delivery 

The safety and effectiveness of SPIRIVA has not been studied during labor and delivery. 

Nursing Mothers 

Clinical data from nursing women exposed to tiotropium are not available. Based on lactating 
rodent studies, tiotropium is excreted into breast milk. It is not known whether tiotropium is 
excreted in human milk, but because many drugs are excreted in human milk and given these 
findings in rats, caution should be exercised if SPIRIVA is administered to a nursing woman. 
Pediatric Use 

SPIRIVA HandiHaler is approved for use in the maintenance treatment of bronchospasm associ- 
ated with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, including chronic bronchitis and emphysema. 
This disease does not normally occur in children. The safety and effectiveness of SPIRIVA in 
pediatric patients have not been established. 

Geriatric Use 

Of the total number of patients who received SPIRIVA in the 1-year clinical trials, 426 were <65 
years, 375 were 65-74 years and 105 were 275 years of age. Within each age subgroup, there 
were no differences between the proportion of patients with adverse events in the SPIRIVA and 


the comparator groups for most events. Dry mouth increased with age in the SPIRIVA group 
(differences from placebo were 9.0%, 17.1%, and 16.2% in the aforementioned age subgroups). 
A higher frequency of constipation and urinary tract infections with increasing age was observed 
in the SPIRIVA group in the placebo-controlled studies. The differences from placebo for con- 
Stipation were 0%, 1.8%, and 7,8% for each of the age groups. The differences from placebo for 
urinary tract infections were -0.6%, 4.6% and 4.5%. No overall differences in effectiveness were 
observed among these groups. Based on available data, no adjustment of SPIRIVA dosage in 
geriatric patients is warranted. 

ADVERSE REACTIONS 

Of the 2,663 patients in the four 1-year and two 6-month controlled clinical trials, 1,308 were 
treated with SPIRIVA (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) at the recommended dose of 18 
meg once a day. Patients with narrow angle glaucoma, or symptomatic prostatic hypertrophy or 
bladder outlet obstruction were excluded from these trials. 

The most commonly reported adverse drug reaction was dry mouth. Dry mouth was usually mild 
and often resolved during continued treatment. Other reactions reported in individual patients 
and consistent with possible anticholinergic effects included constipation, increased heart rate, 
blurred vision, glaucoma, urinary difficulty, and urinary retention. 

Four multicenter, 1-year, controlled studies evaluated SPIRIVA in patients with COPD. Table 
1 shows all adverse events that occurred with a frequency of 23% in the SPIRIVA group in 
the 1-year placebo-controlled trials where the rates in the SPIRIVA group exceeded placebo 
by 204 The frequency of corresponding events in the ipratropium-controlled trials ts included for 
comparison. 


Table 1: Adverse Experience Incidence (% Patients) in One-Year-COPD Clinical Trials 


Body System (Event) Placebo-Controlled Trials  Ipratropium-Controlled Trials 
SPIRIVA Placebo PIRIVA Ipratropium 
[n =550 n=371 n=356 n= 179) 
Body as a Whole 
Accidents 13 ll 5 8 
Chest Pain (non-specific) 7 5 5 2 
Edema, Dependent 5 4 3 5 
Gastrointestinal System Disorders 
Abdominal Pain 5 3 6 6 
Constipation 4 2 1 1 
Dry Mouth 16 3 12 6 
Dyspepsia 6 5 1 1 
Vomiting 4 2 1 2 
Musculoskeletal System 
Myalgia 4 3 4 3 
Resistance Mechanism Disorders 
Infection 4 3 1 3 
Moniliasis 4 2 3 2 
Respiratory System (upper) 
Epistaxis 4 2 1 1 
Pharyngitis 9 7 7 3 
Rhinitis 6 5 3 2 
Sinusitis 11 9 3 2 
Upper Respiratory 41 37 43 35 
Tract Infection 
Skin and Appendage Disorders 
Rash 4 2 2 2 
Urinary System 
Urinary Tract Infection 7 5 4 2 


Arthritis, coughing, and influenza-like symptoms occurred at a rate of 23% in the SPIRIVA treat- 

ment group, but were <1% in excess of the placebo group. 

Other events that occurred in the SPIRIVA group at a frequency of 1-3% in the placebo-con- 

trolled trials where the rates exceeded that in the placebo group include: Body as a Whole: 

allergic reaction, leg pain; Central and Peripheral Nervous System: dysphonia, paresthesia; 

Gastrointestinal System Disorders: gastrointestinal disorder not otherwise specified (NOS), 
astroesophageal reflux, stomatitis (including ulcerative stomatitis); Metabolic and Nutritional 
isorders: hypercholesterolemia, hyperglycemia; Musculoskeletal System Disorders: skeletal 

pain; Cardiac Events: angina pectoris (including aggravated angina pectoris); Psychiatric 

Disorder; depression; Infections: herpes zoster; Respiratory System Disorder (Upper): \aryngitis; 

Vision Disorder: cataract. In addition, among the adverse events observed in the clinical trials 

with an incidence of <1% were atrial fibrillation, supraventricular tachycardia, angioedema, and 

urinary retention. 

In the 1-year trials, the incidence of dry mouth, constipation, and urinary tract infection 

increased with age (see PRECAUTIONS, Geriatric Use), 

Two multicenter, 6-month, controlled studies evaluated SPIRIVA in patients with COPD. The 

adverse events and the incidence rates were similar to those seen in the 1-year controlled trials. 

The following adverse reactions have been identified during worldwide post-approval use of 

SPIRIVA: dizziness, dysphagia, epistaxis, hoarseness, intestinal obstruction including ileus 

paralytic, intraocular pressure increased, oral candidiasis, palpitations, pruritus, tachycardia, 

throat irritation, and urticaria. 

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION 

The recommended dosage of SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is 

the inhalation of the contents of one SPIRIVA capsule, once-daily, with the HandiHaler inhala- 

tion device (see Patient's Instructions for Use). 

No dosage adjustment is required for geriatric, hepatically-impaired, or renally-impaired 

patients. However, patients with moderate to severe renal inipalement gira SPIRIVA should be 

monitored closely (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Pharmacokinetics, Special Populations 

and PRECAUTIONS). 

SPIRIVA capsules are for inhalation only and must not be swallowed. 

HOW SUPPLIED 

The following packages are available: 

carton containing 5 SPIRIVA capsules (1 unit-dose blister card) and 

1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597-0075-75) 

carton containing 30 SPIRIVA capsules (3 unit-dose blister cards) and 

1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597 0075-41) 

carton containing 90 SPIRIVA capsules (9 unit-dose blister cards) and 

1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597 0075-47) 
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You rant, we listen. Send e-mails to yourturn@sportingnews.com. 


c Randy Moss (SN, May 7) for a 
fourth-round pick is one of 
the best draft-day moves | i, 


RE: GOOD RIDDANCE 
Posted by texgreeleyjt 

Good for the Celtics for dumping 
Sebastian Telfair. He’s 100 percent 
trouble and was horrible last year. 


ever S€eNn. —£iChicano via SportingNews.com RE: ADMITTING THE PROBLEM 
IS THE FIRST STEP 
Posted by BleedThePuck 


mi Besidesbeipe ot lousy Hockey exhausts me. | love it 


equivalent of someone 


CHUCK BURTON / AP 


POLLING PLACE 


If you shot 100 free throws alone in 
a gym, how many would you make? 


SPORTINGNEWS.COM USERS 
SPORTING NEWS STAFF 


Less than half In the 50s or 60s 


28% 43% 34% 12% 


oh 
a 


38% 45% 


ALBERT DICKSON / SN 


character, a team cancer 
and a slacker on and off 
the field, Randy Moss 
simply has not been that 
good of a receiver for a 
few years. Giving up a 
fourth-round pick is 
low-risk, but what isn’t 
low-risk is having this 
loser take up space as the 
No. 1 receiver. Especially 
halfway through the 
season when he has a 
tantrum and = quits 
trying. Until now, things 
were going great for the 
Patriots. —GeoX via 
SportingNews.com 


@ It kills me to say this, 
but the Raiders had a 
heck of a draft. They 
have started to move in 
the right direction. 
Another winner was San 
Francisco—the 49ers got 
most of their needs 
addressed. —trackhead05 
via SportingNews.com 


@ Miami drafting Ted 
Ginn at No. 9 is the 


buying a 60-inch plasma 
HDTV for their mobile 
home. It’s a nice luxury, 
but it makes you wonder 
about their priorities. 
—redg54 via 
SportingNews.com 


@ Brady Quinn was this 
year’s version of Matt 
Leinart. The team that 
needed him the most let 
him pass, and the slide 
started. At least the com- 
missioner was prepared 
this year and got him 
away from the vultures. 
—bob2231 via 
SportingNews.com 


@ After watching the 
draft, ’'m convinced that 
anyone could do a better 
job than Matt Millen. 
The Ford family should 
sell the franchise to 
Donald Trump. The next 
season of The Apprentice 
could feature the hiring 
of an actual NFL 
G.M. —Jerry Strickland, 
Delavan, Wis. 


RADIOXSTAR 


Real talk from a fan on 
Sporting News Radio 


‘It's so nice to have people noticing boxing again. The 
hype and national interest the Oscar De La Hoya-Floyd 
Mayweather fight created gave a much-needed boost 
to a sport in trouble’ —Mike in Los Angeles on Sports 
Saturday with Bob Berger and Bob Stelton 


with a passion, and | wish | could 
just follow one team like most 
people | know, but | cannot. | need 
to go to a hockey 12-step program. 


RE: LOVE IS IN THE AIR 
Posted by jdharris229 


I'd love to see Nolan Ryan drill 


Gary Sheffield. When Sheffield 
charges the mound, let’s see how 
far he makes it before Ryan has 
him in a headlock. 


I'd love to know why, every time | 


bench somebody on my fantasy 
baseball teams, he hits a home 
run. 


I'd love to see Walter Payton run 


over just one more linebacker. 


I'd love to see more of Dikembe 


Mutumo building hospitals and 
feeding his extended family and 
less of Latrell Sprewell feeding his 
family. 


I'd love to see more Scott Rolen 


home run sprints and fewer “look 
at me” trots. 


I'd love to see Michael Jordan, 


Magic Johnson and Larry Bird 
come back and give a few of the 
current NBA stars a class on 
dignity, class and respect. 


I'd love to see Barry Bonds pass 


Hank Aaron by a single home run 
and retire. 


Rolen 


MATTHEW KUTZ / SN ARCHIVES 


5/14/07 . SPORTING NEWS . 13 


KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW ITALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW ITALL KNOW IT ALL 


592653589793238462643383279502884197 169399375 1058209749445923078164062862089986280348253421 170679821480865 13282306647 0938446095505822317 25359408 128481117450284102701938521 
presented by 

QualityChecked 

Certified Pre-owned 


a 
They wear Dingers, thumbs, oh-fers and more 
= areer home runs Alex Rodriguez would ¢@ 
it well 923: wind up with if he continues to average 41.7 
a year—his current pace for a full 


In the cover story begin- season—and he plays until age 42, as Barry Bonds has. 
ning on page 16, we name That would take A-Rod all the way to 2017. 


the current top guy in sports aoe e 
Times Braves manager Bobby Cox has 
been ejected as a skipper. Cox moved 
past Leo Durocher into second place all-time 


for every jersey number. 
last month and began the week three behind John McGraw. 


Fun, huh? Well, we didn’t 
want our partners in crime 
to miss out—so we polled 
sportingnews.com visitors 
and discovered that we don’t 
see eye to eye on quite every- 
thing. And that’s OK. Here’s 
what you had to say. 


leadoff hitter Grady Sizemore failed to reach base. Thanks 
to an increase in his walk rate, Sizemore is on pace for a 
career high in on-base percentage. 


Playoff games 2 has won in 
the three years since Shaquille O’Neal left 


1 Games in the Indians’ first 27 in which center fielder and 


BOB LEVERONE / SN 


JAY DROWNS / SN 


Bobby Cox 66% the Lakers. Criticize Bryant’s supporting 
106 TORE 34% cast if you'd like, but Dwyane Wade won six 
: playoff games in one season with Lamar 
Odom, Bryant's current righthand man—and 

Alexander Ovechkin 74% Wack war Wrpcice: 


Dale Earnhardt Jr. 26% YouTube search results for 
“Alex Ovechkin,” including 
numerous highlight clips 


CHRIS CARLSON / AP 
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Steve Nash 15% (many of “The Goal”), fan montages and NHL 
Alex Rodriguez 25% promos (“My name? ae Crosby”). 
Kobe Bryant 35% Gordo and the Dales 
Jeff Gordon 32% 
‘ 5 Most popular Points 
ll am ra 5 Cup wins driver awards championships 5 
ae alley - Bue ira eff Gordon 17 0 th 3 
Miguel Saver a Dale Earnhardt 76 1 7 i 
Grady Sizemore 2% Alf Dale Earnhardt Jr. 17 4 0 B 
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FORD AND LINCOLN/MERCURY 
CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED PROGRAM BENEFITS 


G6 year/ 75,000-miie Limited Warranty Coverage 


11 5-point Inspection for Ford and Mercury Vehicles 


Lat 141-point Inspection for Lincoin Vehicles 


gy 24/7 poadside Assistance 


ord 


We notice everything too. 


Because our 115-point vehicle inspection is just as thorough. 


Every eligible Ford, Lincoln and Mercury pre-owned vehicle goes through a rigorous point-by-point 
exam before it can be officially certified. That means that if an item doesn’t pass 
the inspection, it’s replaced or repaired immediately. Now that’s peace of mind. 


6-Year/75,000-Mile Warranty Coverage” © Vehicle History Report * 24/7 Roadside Assistance 


LINCOLN 


BOLD Roach Nighi OMe tere 
CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED 
fordcpo.com 


*See your dealer for limited warranty coverage details. Lincoln certified pre-owned vehicles undergo a 141-point inspection. 


There are tons of numbers in sports—stats, splits, 
magic numbers, record numbers—but the most 
poignant may be the digits athletes wear on their 
backs. So who's the No. 1 No. 1? By Matt Crossman 


infinity exists, there are that 
many numbers. Thankfully, 
only the first 100 of them fit 
on a jersey, at least any jersey 
worth wearing, thank you 
very much, Mr. Eddie Gaedel 
with 4 on your back. 

In the book Best by Numbers we picked the 
best athletes of all time at each number (see 
the complete list on page 28). Now, we're 
choosing the current best athlete at each 
number—we considered guys in the NFL, 
MLB, NBA, NHL, college football, college bas- 
ketball and NASCAR. 

We heavily weighted our choices toward the 
present—thus Barry Bonds is the all-time best 
at No. 25, but he’s not the best No. 25 right now. 
Andruw Jones is. Really, if you had Jones, would 
you trade him for Bonds? But we'll give Bonds 
this much: He’s the best modern asterisk. 

We're not ignoring the past so much as asking, 
“Who makes each number look best today?” 

Today, not tomorrow. 

Although potential is important, it doesn’t 
carry much weight in this argument. The future 
might be as infinite as numbers, but it is also 
unknowable. Thus Greg Oden, who could turn 


into one of the best centers in basketball history 
but to date has just one full season in the 
NCAA, falls short at No. 20 to Tony Stewart. 

While we're on the topic of infinite potential, 
check out No. 35. Those are broad horizons, 
no? 

Focusing on the immediate present caused a 
stir at No. 13. When we started this research, 
Steve Nash merited a slight edge over Alex 
Rodriguez. But then A-Rod started hitting home 
runs at a record pace and we got out an eraser. 

From 0 to 99, each number is worn by at least 
one person in the sports we cover. But 100 fab- 
ulous integers does not mean 100 fabulous ath- 
letes. Frankly, some guys are just holding the 
numbers until someone better comes along. 

At most numbers, there is at least a little 
debate. When there was more than one worthy 
guy, we listed the also-rans as contenders. When 
there was another player who has accomplished 
something distinctive, we labeled him as worth 
mentioning. 

Some of the decisions were quite difficult. 
Look at the guys at 24, for example. Or 3. Or 17. 
We knew that no matter who we picked, the 
arguments would go on forever, would never 
end, would stretch into ... well, you know. 


College athletes who will be professionals next season were considered according to the number they wore in college. 


, G, Washington Wizards <——@- 
Worth mentioning: Glen Davis, C, LSU basketball. 
Arenas goes by Agent Zero. Davis is known as 

Big Baby. We propose each league adopt a rule 

saying any player wearing No. 0 has to be at least a 

partial goofball. 


, G, Miami Heat ~<—— 
Contenders: Ken Griffey, OF Cincinnati Reds; 3 | 
Allen Iverson, G, Denver Nuggets; Gary Sheffield, DH, 
Detroit Tigers. | 
Wade, who chose 3 because it represents the 
Holy Trinity, clearly is the best No. 3 right now, | « 


but this is a heck of a good number. Griffey is a 


z future Hall of Famer—he won a Gold Glove in 
each year of the 1990s, is approaching 600 
= homers and is a career .291 hitter. Sheffield has 
-z Hall of Fame talent and borderline HOF num- ; 
3 bers. Iverson is a future Hall of Famer. Sy 


ert Pujols, 1B, St. Louis Cardinals 

Contender: Donovan McNabb, QB, 
Philadelphia Eagles. 

Worth mentioning: Rocco Baldelli, OF 
Tampa Bay Devil Rays; Kyle Busch, 
NASCAR driver; Nomar Garciaparra, 1B, 
Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Pujols entered spring training in 2001 
with No. 68—and any serious fan knows that’s no baseball number. 
After he made the team, he was briefly switched to No. 32. But Cardi- 
nals G.M. Walt Jocketty was so high on Pujols he sought out equip- 
ment manager Buddy Bates and asked Bates to give Pujolsaneven | _/ hj 
better number. Outfielder Quinton McCracken had been let go, which | = 
made 5 available, and the number became Pujols. | 
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QB, Cincinnati Bengals 


jes, SS, New York Mets << 

Contender: Joe Mauer, C, Minnesota 
Twins. 

Worth mentioning: Craig Biggio, 2B, 
Houston Astros; lvan Rodriguez, C, Detroit 
Tigers; Ben Roethlisberger, QB, Pittsburgh 
Steelers; Michael Vick, QB, Atlanta Falcons. 


Saints; Carlos Guillen, 
SS, Detroit Tigers. 


Contenders: Drew [i @ } 
Brees, QB, New Orleans ws) |) 


, F, Phoenix Suns 
Contenders: Chauncey Billups, G, Detroit Pistons; Roberto Luongo, 
G, Vancouver Canucks; Tracy McGrady, 
G, Houston Rockets. 


rek Jeter, SS, Yankees 
Worth mentioning: JaMarcus Russell, QB, 
LSU football. 

There’s something about single digits 
and Yankees. Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8 (twice) 
and 9 are retired. There’s little doubt 
Jeter’s No. 2 will join them someday. 


M. DAVID LEEDS FOR SN 


Bosh, F/C, Toronto Raptors 
Contenders: Arron Afflalo, G, UCLA basketball; Malcolm Kelly, WR, 
Oklahoma football. 
Worth mentioning: Brett Favre, QB, Green Bay Packers. 
Considering his recent decline, Favre is more of a contender for 
the all-time list, but he still can’t beat out Lou Gehrig or Bobby Orr. 


> A , LW, Washington Capitals 
manager, Contender: Dale Earnhardt Jr, NASCAR driver. 
Atlanta Braves This number represents a battle of icons— 
Contender: Joe Dale Earnhardt Jr. is the unquestioned face of 
Torre, manager, NASCAR. Ovechkin is fast becoming an icon for 
New York Yankees. 41, Capitals. 
orth Earnhardt and Ovechkin share more than a 
mentioning: Ryan : 
Howard, 1B, number. Each is better than the team that sur- 
Philadelphia rounds him. They also have number roots in 
Phillies. common. Junior drives the No. 8, as did his 


grandfather. Ovechkin chose No. 8 because his 
4 mother, who played basketball in the Olympics 
; — ., forthe Soviet Union, wore it. 
N wom We chose Ovechkin over Earnhardt as 


the best 8 because Ovechkin is more of 
~ LS an elite hockey player than Earn- 


N vf .% hardt is an elite driver. At the 


very least, Tony Stewart, Jeff 
Gordon, Jimmie Johnson and 
Kurt Busch are better drivers 
than Junior. There are not 


four hockey players more tal- 
ented than Ovechkin. 
CHRIS O'MEARA / AP 5/14/07 . 7 


ae 


Vince Young, QB, Tennessee Titans 
Contenders: Troy Smith, QB, Ohio State football; Miguel Tejada, 
SS, Baltimore Orioles; Michael Young, SS, Texas Rangers; Vernon Wells, 

OF Toronto Blue Jays. 

Worth mentioning: 
Chipper Jones, 3B, Atlanta 
Braves; Nate Kaeding, K, San 
Diego Chargers; Brady Quinn, 
QB, Notre Dame football. 


Tom Brady, QB, New 
England Patriots 
Contender: Alfonso 
Soriano, OF Chicago Cubs. 
Worth mentioning: 
Marques Colston, WR, New 
Orleans Saints; Dwight 
Howard, F/C, Orlando Magic. 


OF New York Mets 
Worth mentioning: Carmelo Antho 


Carlos Geltran, OF, 
ny, F, Denver 
Nuggets; Vince Carter, G, New Jersey Nets. 
, F/C, Memphis Grizzlies 


Contender Garret Anderson, OF, Los er 
Angels. 


Worth mentioning: Greg Biffle, NASCAR driver. 
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j jart, NASCAR driver 

"Contenders Ronde Barber, CB, Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers; Brian Dawkins, S, Philadelphia 
Eagles; Greg Oden, C, Ohio State basketball; 
Jorge Posada, C, New York Yankees; Ed Reed, S, 
Baltimore Ravens. 

Joe Gibbs Racing gave Stewart the No. 20 
when he was a rookie in 1999 because it was 
the closest in number to JGR’s other team, 
Bobby Labonte’s No. 18. Other teams had dibs on 
the 17 (Darrell Waltrip) and 19 (Loy Allen Jr.), and Ted Musgrave 
drove the No. 16 for Roush Racing. 


HAROLD HINSON FOR SN 


i, RB, San Diego Chargers 
Worth fn mprterine Carlos Delgado, 1B, New York Mets; Tim 
Duncan, F/C, San Antonio Spurs; Kevin Garnett, F Minnesota 
Timberwolves; Calvin Johnson, WR, Georgia Tech football; Sean 
Taylor, S, Washington Redskins. 
This is a great, though uncompetitive, number. L.T. runs away 


with it, as he did with the NEL single-season touchdown record L__}(_}} 
last season. Delgado, Duncan, Garnett, Johnson, Taylor—why 
5 > 2 
couldn't these guys be spread out over the 60s and 70s? G ) C ) 
hael Redd, G, Milwaukee Bucks 
"Contender: Nate Clements, CB, San Francisco 49ers. ea 
Worth mentioning: The Rocket’s on the way. 
eBron James, F, Cleveland Cavaliers —— . 

~ Worth pens Devin Hester, PR, Chicago eae | Ge a) 
Bears; Mark Teixeira, 1B, Texas Rangers; Rickie iy / 4) 
Weeks, 2B, Milwaukee Brewers. \ ug 


Didn’t there used to be another good basket- 
ball player with this number? 


18. 5/14/07 


ling, C, Houston Rockets 
Contenders: Larry Fitzgerald, WR, Arizona Cardinals; Denny Hamlin, 
NASCAR driver; Roy Williams, WR, Detroit Lions. 


: uez, 3B, New York Yankees 
Contender: Steve Nash, G, Phoenix Suns. 
This is the only number we changed after a decision had been 
made. At the onset of this project, Nash was a candidate to win 
three MVPs in a row, and the last time we had seen A-Rod, he was 
waving futilely at fastballs. Then the baseball season started and 
A-Rod started launching bombs, which reminded us that he could 
go down as one of the top five baseball players—ever. He's clearly 
the best baseball player right now, so he gets the nod. Also: He 
wore No. 3 in Seattle and Texas. But he couldn’t wear it in New 
York. Babe Ruth made certain of that. 
att 1, NASCAR driver 
Coneaiers: Lance Berkman, 1B, Houston Astros; Todd Helton, 
1B, Colorado Rockies; Philip Rivers, 
QB, San Diego Chargers; Brandon 
Webb, RHP Arizona Diamondbacks. 
syton | 3, QB, 
indtanapolls Colts 
Worth mentioning: Daisuke 
Matsuzaka, RHP, Boston Red Sox; 
Randy Moss, WR, Oakland Raiders. 


anni 


t, RHP Boston Red Sox 


ff Gordon, NASCAR driver 
Contenders: Champ Bailey, CB, Denver Broncos; Kobe Bryant, 

G, Los Angeles Lakers; Miguel Cabrera, 3B, Florida Marlins; Manny 
Ramirez, OF, Boston Red Sox; Grady Sizemore, OF Indians. 

This is the best current number. Bailey is the best cornerback 
in the NFL, Cabrera and Sizemore are two of the best young hit- 
ters in baseball. Ramirez is a feared slugger, especially when he 
has his head on straight. But none of them is as good as Gordon. 
A four-time champion, he is 
leading in the points standings 
this season. He has two wins 
and was in position to win 
three other races. 

Are there two elite athletes 
more different than Gordon 
and Ramirez? Gordon is utterly 
and completely professional. 
He thinks through absolutely 
everything. If Ramirez hits the 
field with matching shoes, it’s a 
good day. 
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The bad news: 
Your luggag@hever lett Cleveland. 
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’ “By The good news: 


Your luggage never left Cleveland. 
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e Viagra can provide harder erections for men with ED. 
* Getting a hard erection is important. So is keeping one. 
Viagra can help with both. 


nea a ty PR ee pe mS pon Ze ; ‘ 
>a trip to Viagra.com Vhat are VOU waiting for? 


Ask your doctor if Viagra is right for you. And enjoy what it can do to help you improve your sex life. 


VIAGRA is prescribed to treat erectile dysfunction. We know that no medicine is for everyone. If you use nitrate drugs, often used for chest 
pain (known as angina), don't take VIAGRA. Taking these drugs together could cause your blood pressure to drop to an unsafe level. 


Talk with your doctor first. Make sure you are healthy enough to have sex. If you have chest pain, nausea, or other discomforts during sex, 
seek medical help right away. 


Although erections lasting for more than four hours may occur rarely with all ED treatments in this drug class, to avoid long-term injuries, 
it is important to seek immediate medical help. 


In rare instances, men taking PDES inhibitors (oral erectile dysfunction medicines, including VIAGRA) reported a sudden decrease or loss of 
vision. It is not possible to determine whether these events are related directly to these medicines or to other factors. If you experience sudden 
decrease or loss of vision, stop taking PDES inhibitors, including VIAGRA, and call a doctor right away. 


The most common side effects of VIAGRA are headache, facial flushing, and upset stomach. Less common are bluish or blurred vision, or being 
sensitive to light. These may occur for a brief time. Remember to protect yourself and your partner from sexually transmitted diseases. 


Please see our patient summary of information for VIAGRA (25 mg, 50 mg, 100 mg) tablets on the following page. 
VIAGRA is one of several ED treatments that you and your doctor can consider. 
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Uninsured? Need help paying for medicine? Pfizer has programs that can help, no matter your age or income. 
You may even qualify for free Pfizer medicines. Call 1-866-706-2400. Or visit www.pfizerhelpfulanswers.com. 
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IMPORTANT FACTS 


IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION ABOUT VIAGRA 
Never take VIAGRA if you take any medicines with nitrates. This 
includes nitroglycerin, Your blood pressure could drop quickly. It could 
fall to an unsafe or life-threatening level. 


ABOUT ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION (ED) 

Erectile dysfunction means a man cannot get or keep an erection. Health 
problems, injury, or side effects of drugs may cause ED. The cause may 
not be known. 


ABOUT VIAGRA 

VIAGRA is used to treat ED in men. When you want to have sex, 
VIAGRA can help you get and keep an erection when you are sexually 
excited, You cannot get an erection just by taking the pill. Only your 
doctor can prescribe VIAGRA. 

VIAGRA does not cure ED. 

VIAGRA does not protect you or your partner from STDs (sexually 
transmitted diseases) or HIV. You will need to use acondom. 
VIAGRA is not a hormone or an aphrodisiac. 


WHO IS VIAGRA FOR? 
Who should take VIAGRA? 
Men who have ED and whose heart is healthy enough for sex. 
Who should NOT take VIAGRA? 
* Ifyou evertake medicines with nitrates: 
* Medicines that treat chest pain (angina), such as nitroglycerin 
or isosorbide mononitrate or dinitrate 
* If you use some street drugs, such as “poppers” (amy! nitrate or 


nitrite) 
* Ifyou areallergic to anything in the VIAGRA tablet. 


BEFORE YOU START VIAGRA 

Tell your doctor if you have or ever had: 

* Heart attack, abnormal heartbeats, or stroke 

* Heart problems, such as heart failure, chest pain, or aortic valve 
narrowing 
Low or high blood pressure 
Severe vision loss 
An eye condition called retinitis pigmentosa 
Kidney or liver problems 
Blood problems such as sickle cell anemia or leukemia 
A deformed penis, Peyronie’s disease, or an erection that lasted 
more than 4 hours 

* Stomach ulcers or any kind of bleeding problems 

Tell your doctor about all your medicines. Include over- 

the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal products. Tell your 

doctor if you take or use: 

* Medicines called alpha-blockers to treat high blood pressure or 
prostate problems. Your blood pressure could suddenly get too 
low. You could get dizzy or faint. 

Medicines called protease inhibitors for HIV. Your doctor may 
prescribe a 25 mg dose. Your doctor may limit VIAGRA to 25 
mg in a 48-hour period. 

Other methods to cause erections. These include pills, injections, 
implants, or pumps. 


(vi-AG-rah) 


VIAGRA 


(sildenafil citrate) tablets 


POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF VIAGRA 

Side effects are mostly mild to moderate. They usually go away 

after a few hours. Some of these are more likely to happen with 

higher doses. 

The most common side effects are: 

* Headache + Feeling flushed 

Less common side effects are: 

* Trouble telling blue and green apart or seeing a blue tinge on 
things 

+ Eyes being more sensitive to light  * Blurred vision 

Rarely, a small number of men taking VIAGRA have 

reported these serious events: 

* Having an erection that lasts more than 4 hours. If the erection is 
not treated right away, long-term loss of potency could occur. 

* Sudden decrease or loss of sight in one or both eyes. We do not 
know if these events are caused by VIAGRA and medicines like 
it or caused by other factors. They may be caused by conditions 
like high blood pressure or diabetes, If you have sudden vision 
changes, stop using VIAGRA and all medicines like it. Call your 
doctor right away. 

Heart attack, stroke, irregular heartbeats, and death. We do not 
know whether these events are caused by VIAGRA or caused by 
other factors. Most of these happened in men who already had 
heart problems. 

If you have any of these problems, stop VIAGRA. Call your doctor 

right away. 


* Upset stomach 


HOW TO TAKE VIAGRA 

Do: 

* Take VIAGRA only the way your doctor tells you. VIAGRA 
comes in 25 mg, 50 mg, and 100 mg tablets. Your doctor will tell 

‘you how much to take, 

* Ifyouare over 65 or have serious liver or kidney problems, your 
doctor may start you at the lowest dose (25 mg). 

* Take VIAGRA about | hour before you want to have sex. 
VIAGRA starts to work in about 30 minutes when you are 
sexually excited. VIAGRA lasts up to 4 hours. 

Don't: 

* Donot take VIAGRA more than once a day. 

* Donot take more than 25 mg of VIAGRA within 4 hours of 
taking an alpha-blocker. 

* Donot take more VIAGRA than your doctor tells you. If you 
think you need more VIAGRA, talk with your doctor. 

* Donotstart or stop any other medicines before checking with your 
doctor. 


NEED MORE INFORMATION? 

* This is only asummary of important information. Ask your doctor or 
pharmacist for complete product information OR 

* Goto www.viagra.com orcall (888)4-VIAGRA (484-2472). 


Distributed by Pfizer Labs Division of Pfizer, Inc. New York, NY 10017. 
©2007 Pfizer, Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in the USA. 
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se Utley, 2B, 
Philadelphia Phillies 
Contender: Lito 
Sheppard, CB, 
Philadelphia Eagles. 


And s, OF Atlanta Braves << Le ) 
Worth niiventioniae y 
Barry Bonds, OF San 
Francisco Giants; Jim 
Thome, DH, Chicago 


White Sox. Z 
Viadimir Guerrerc ), 5 
Adrian Peterson, RB : OF Los Reasies Angels 5 
P la ! = | | : : E 
Oklahoma football au Contender: Larry 2 
Worth mentioning: = Johnson, RB, Kansas Z 
Prince Fielder, 1B, = City Chiefs. ed 
Milwaukee Brewers. 2] = 
FA 3 
& iy 
. : G, New Jersey Devils = 
ohin Smoltz, RHP Atlanta Braves ~ Contender: Ryan If he continues to stay an away from 
Contender: Kevin Harvick, NASCAR driver. = O= Miller, G, Buffalo Sabres, _ the Scissors, we might be tempted 
Worth mentioning: Jason Schmidt, RHP Los Angeles Dodgers; is Worth mentioning: to make Ordonez No. 1 at 30. 
Chris Carpenter, RHP St. Louis Cardinals. t= Xe Magglio Ordonez, OF Detroit Tigers. 


What’s really worth mentioning is Ordonez’s hair might 
soon cover up his number. Actual conversation between man- 
ager Jim Leyland and reporters this spring: 


Shaquille O'Neal, C, Miami Heat <———— 
Contenders: Roy Halladay, RHP Toronto Blue | —"2i) [ 


8 soko ssl aaUSs Reames Career 7 Reporter: Ordonez says he’s not cutting his hair this year. 
2 Shaq wore 33 in college, but when hewas Leyland: Do I think it looks good? No. Do I care? No. 
S drafted by Orlando, Terry Catledge, whoever haere Seid a 
z he was, had it and wouldn't give it up because — Is ——+> Kenny Phillips, S, Miami football 
of, you know, the Catledge legacy at 33. So ~~} Contender: Jeff Burton, NASCAR driver. 
O’Neal switched to 32. When he went to Los Angeles, he couldn’t 
wear 32 because it had been retired for Magic Johnson and he p> Dontrel , LHP Florida Marlins 
couldn’t wear 33 because it had been retired for Kareem Abdul- a? JEG yp Contender: Justin Verlander, RHR Detroit Tigers. 
Jabbar. So he took 34. Then he was traded to Miami, wherehe fee & ’ a pea snd a Durant, F, Texas basketball; Cole 
again was thwarted for 33, this time by Alonzo Mourning. amels, Lr, Philadelphia Phillies. 
g , s Let’s assume that after he gets drafted first (or second) in 
1, 1B, Minnesota Twins <—_—H+4\H+4H+—_—+_——_(@— \ er this summer’s NBA draft, Durant takes No. 35, which he wore 
Monica, ae 2006 A.L. MVP, is a big hockey guy. He played = 5) at Texas. In three years, this 
goalie as a kid growing up in Canada, and his favorite player was would be the best number in 


sports. Willis already is an 
ace. Verlander is dang close. 
One scout says Hamels’ 
changeup is the best in the 
game. And Durant was the 
first freshman in history to 
be named AP player of the 
year and the first to win the 
Naismith award. 


Patrick Roy. Roy wore No. 33, so Morneau does, too. 


z, DH, Boston Red ~<——* \4 
Sox Li} 


Contenders: Eddy Curry, F/C, 
New York Knicks; Freddy Garcia, 
RHP Philadelphia Phillies; Felix — 
Hernandez, RHP Seattle Mariners; 2 me 
Paul Pierce, G/F Boston Celtics. 

Check back at midseason. 

Sie Hernandez, still just 21, might c 
have completed his takeover of the number by then—if he returns ~ } 
from the D.L. as hot as he was before he went on it. For now, 
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} Shaun Ale xander, RB, Seattle Seahawks 
. Worth mentioning: Kenny Rogers, LHP Detroit Tigers. 
= Alexander initially chose the number in high school 
3 


Ortiz’s late-inning heroics still merit an edge. because there were no previous great players who wore 37. 
= Wy : The all-time best at 37 isn’t even a player—it’s major league 


Jailace, F/C, Detroit Pistons ~< 3, w | manager Casey Stengel—and the only 
j= NFL 37s worth mentioning are corner- 

| Big backs Lester Hayes and Jimmy Johnson. 

“4 @ = When Alexander got to college, he pored 

. ~ over the Bible to find a verse to go 


>urt Schilling, RHP Boston Red Sox 
contender: Carlos Zambrano, RHP Chicago Cubs. 
A tough call, as Schilling is on the way down and Zambrano is =P J © J 
with his number. He found Psalm 


entering his prime. But if you needed a big win, would you choose - 3 } 
the temperamental Zambrano or the big-game stud Schilling? 


Fa 37:4 and says it drives his life: 

Steven Jackson, RB, St. Louis Rams ~<« @,- con) 2 “Delight yourself in the Lord, and 

Contenders: Dominik Hasek, G, Detroit Red Wings, Brett Myers, RHP =) | ‘| he will give you the desires of your 
Philadelphia Phillies; Willie Parker, RB, Pittsburgh Steelers. et z heart.” 
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Best by Number 


Rich Harden, RHP Oakland A’s <— 


Dirk Nowitzki, F Dallas Mavericks ~<« 


Mariano Rivera, 


RHP, New York z 
Yankees. = 

Worth g 
mentioning: 3 
Elton Brand, F Los = 


Angeles Clippers. 
Rivera is the last remaining big leaguer allowed to wear 

No. 42. Major League Baseball retired the number in 1997 but 

permitted players who already had it to keep wearing it. 


What’s in a number? 


NASCAR does not retire numbers, but it 
might as well put Dale Earnhardt’s 3 up on 
blocks. Nobody in his right mind would ask for 
it, and NASCAR would face a firestorm of 
controversy if it gave out the 3. 

Unless NASCAR gave it to Dale Earnhardt Jr— 
which could happen. Junior has said he would consider finishing 
his career driving for Richard Childress Racing, for whom his 
father drove the iconic No. 3 car. And because Juniors contract 
negotiations with Dale Earnhardt Inc. are in a perpetual state of 
controversy, he could change teams sooner rather than later. 

NASCAR assigns numbers on a year-to-year basis. A team 
that has a number one year generally gets it the next. If a 


Troy Polamalu, S, Pittsburgh Steelers < 
Worth mentioning: Cla Meredith, RHP San Diego Padres. 
“Y” not (get it? hee-hee) show a little love to Meredith, the 
fierce sidearmer? 


Roy Oswalt, RHP Houston Astros 
Worth mentioning: Bruce Davis, DE, UCLA football; Jake Peavy, 
RHP. San Diego Padres; Richie Sexson, 1B, Seattle Mariners. 


Carlos Lee, OF Houston Astros 
Worth mentioning: Pedro Martinez, RHP. 
New York Mets. 


Andy Pettitte, LHP New York Yankees =e 
Worth mentioning: Ladell Betts, RB, 
Washington Redskins. 
Pettitte wore 46 when he came up 
with the Yankees, but he switched to No. 21 when he signed 
with Houston. He switched back to 46 when he rejoined the 
Yankees. 
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Sedrick Ellis, DT, Southern California football 
Contender: Tony Richardson, FB, Minnesota Viki 


country on the best (arguably) team in the country. 


ings. \ 
Ellis will be a leader on the best (arguably) defense in the 4g 


Tyler Hansbrough, F/C, North Carolina basketball 
Contender: Pisa Tinoisamoa, LB, St. Louis Rams. 
It's Hansbrough by a nose (har!). 


BILL WILSON / SN 


Brian Urlacher, LB, Chicago Bears. —< 


Worth mentioning: Zach Thomas, LB, Miami Dolphins; Joel 
Zumaya, RHP Detroit Tigers. 

Urlacher is an easy pick here. But we would not want to get 
hit by Thomas—or Zumaya’s fastball—either. 
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number is available and a team asks for it, it gets it. When it 
comes to the 3, though, the unwritten but universally applied 
policy is “don't ask, don’t get.” 

Other number rules: 

BThe NFL has very specific guidelines for numbers based 
on position. For example, quarterbacks, kickers and punters 
are required to wear numbers between 1 and 19. 

@ In NCAA basketball, each digit must be 5 or lower—so 
55 is the highest. Also, Nos. 1 and 2 are not allowed, but 11, 
12,21 and 22 are. 

In NCAA football, offensive linemen must wear 50 
through 79. 

@ Major League Baseball has no rules about numbers, 
though 42 has been retired. 

@ NHL rules disallow 00, fractions and decimals, and 99 
has been retired. —M.C. 


Contender: Andrei Kirilenko, F 
48 Utah Jazz. 
Jimmie Johnson, NASCAR driver 

Worth mentioning: Torii Hunter, 
OF Minnesota Twins. 

Johnson chose the number be- 
cause he liked the idea of being 
double the number of his team- 
mate, friend and team co-owner 
Jeff Gordon. 
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Si 
52. 


Ichiro Suzuki, OF Seattle 
Mariners 

Contenders: Trevor 
Hoffman, RHP San Diego 
Padres; Randy Johnson, LHP, 
Arizona Diamondbacks; Lofa 
Tatupu, LB, Seattle Seahawks. 


C.C. Sabathia, LHP 
Cleveland Indians 
Contenders: Jose 
Contreras, RHP Chicago 
White Sox; Ray Lewis, LB, 
Baltimore Ravens. 


Keith Bulluck, LB, 
Tennessee Titans 
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Terrell Suggs, DE, Baltimore Ravens << 

Contenders: Lance Briggs, LB, Chicago Bears; Hideki Matsui, OF, 
New York Yankees. 

Worth mentioning: Gil Meche, RHP Kansas City Royals. 

Meche is worth mentioning because of the huge numbers the 
Royals are paying him—$55 million over five years. When he 
joined the Royals, his 
number was already 
being used by reliever 
Joe Nelson. But 
Nelson gave it up and 
replaced 55 with 77. 
“T just wanted a 
double-digit number, 
and I wasn’t going 
below 55,” Nelson 
told the Kansas City 
Star. “I looked at 66, 
77, 88 and 99. I don’t throw hard enough to wear No. 99. I didn’t 
want 88. So I just said, ‘Ill take the hockey sticks. That will 


work,” 
Chris Samuels, OT, Washington Redskins ~< 


Nick Hardwick, C, San Diego Chargers <« 
Worth mentioning: Bronson Arroyo, RHP Cincinnati Reds. 


ED ZURGA / AP 


Jeremy Perry, G, Oregon State football 


Jeff Saturday, C, Indianapolis Colts 

Saturday does his best work on 
Sundays, when he’s snapping the ball 
to Peyton Manning. 


Edwin Mulitalo, G, Detroit Lions 

When the best guy at a 

number plays for the 

Lions and his name is 
not Roy Williams, it 
is not a_ strong 
number. 


JAMES NIELSEN FOR SN 


Steelers 


Co Kareem McKenzie, 5 ] 
q OT, New York Giants 
~ Kris Dielman, G, 
San Diego Chargers @ 
Worth mentioning: @) 


; —- Mike Wahle, G, Carolina 
Panthers. 


Jon Runyan, OT, 
Philadelphia Eagles 


Shawne Merriman, LB, San Diego 
Chargers 

Merriman’s ferocity on the field 
brings to mind another amazing 
linebacker—Lawrence Taylor, 
who happens to be the all-time 
great at this number. Merriman 
has said he wants to go down as the best linebacker ever. That's 
the only way he'll go down as the best 56 ever. 


ELAINE THOMPSON / AP 


Johan Santana, LHP, Minnesota Twins 

Worth mentioning: Olin Kreutz, C, Chicago Bears; Francisco 
Rodriguez, RHP. Los Angeles Angels. 

Santana is one of the best pitchers in the game because his 
two best pitches are so different. His fastball jumps on hitters, 
but his changeup is so slow it looks like Bugs Bunny threw it. 


Antonio Pierce, LB, New York Giants 
Worth mentioning: Jonathan Papelbon, RHP Boston Red Sox. 


DeMeco Ryans, LB, Houston Texans 

Contender: Todd Jones, RHP, Detroit 
Tigers. 

Jones was given No. 59 when he 
broke into the majors with Houston. He 
was a big leaguer for a year before he 
realized he could have asked for a new 
number, and by then he figured it was 
too late. For his one season with the 
Marlins, he wore No. 50 because 59 was 
taken. “I think 59 is a rather slimming number that doesn’t 
make me look so fat,” Jones wrote in his SportiNG News column. 
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Numbers game 


Musical numbers 
1. Who would answer if you dialed Dale Earnhardt Jr., 
Bobby Cox, Barry Zito, Martin Brodeur and Kasey Kahne? 


2. Which character from a wildly successful musical 
would answer if you called him by the numbers worn by 
Jeff Gordon, Chris Samuels and Amare Stoudemire? 


3. Which athletes, based on our current best by numbers 
list, would finish this lyric: “We're going to party like it’s__.” 

4. Which three numbers did Michael Jordan wear with 
the Bulls? 


Count us in 


5. Kobe Bryant wears No. 24 now. What was his pre- 
vious number with the Lakers? 


6. Without looking up the definition of a prime 
number, which athlete do we say is currently the best at the 
highest prime number on this list? The best all-time? 

7. This former NASCAR Cup champion, who is still 
active, drove the 02, 52, 98, 1, 29, 99, 67, 21, 18 and 28 cars, 
but he is best-known for driving two other numbers. Who 
is he? 

Answers on opposite page 


, OT, New Orleans Saints ~<« 


5, OT, Wisconsin football 
Worth mentioning: Glenn Dorsey, DT, LSU football; Matt Light, OT, 
New England Patriots. 
When an offensive lineman is picked third in the NFL draft, 
you know he’s good. 


l e, OT, St. Louis Rams << 
Contender: Steve Hutchinson, G, Minnesota Vikings. 


Kris Jenkins, DT, Carolina Panthers ~< 
Contender: Jake Long, OT, Michigan football. SSS 
lenn, OT, Indianapolis Colts ~< 


Worth mentioning: Matt Birk, C, Minnesota Vikings; Jared 
Gaither, OT, Maryland football. 


ady, OT, Boise State football 


nt , WR, Arizona Cardinals 
Contenders: Terrell Owens, WR, Dallas 
Cowboys; Torry Holt, WR, St. Louis Rams. 
We mention Owens because we all 
know how he reacts if he doesn’t get 
his props. 
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, TE, Dallas Cowboys 
Worth mentioning: Antwaan Randle 
El, WR, Washington Redskins; Josh 


Reed, WR, Buffalo Bills. 
(pp SaAup AQuauno ay 


pue ‘snowe} gg apew 


ler, TE, Atlanta 
ay) Hauer ajeq "Z 


Falcons 


yauuag sn\jawiog : 7 
fausay youred *9 Contender: Lee Evans, WR, Buf 
8's falo Bills. 
Gb ‘ZI ‘ez “b Crumpler is pretty good as it is, 


but imagine if the Falcons had a 
quarterback instead of a tailback 


666T ‘10|Ae] uoser 
‘Weyo9g Ysor "gE 


sajqesasi under center. 
Sa] Ul T-0-9-7-2 
‘uealjen uear "Zz é rs, WR, Miami 
60€S-198 Auusl *T Dolphins 
SJaMSUYy Worth mentioning: Ben Watson, 


TE, New England Patriots. 
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TOM HAUCK FOR SN 


Walter Jor es, OT, 
Seattle Seahawks 

Worth mentioning: 
Larry Allen, G, San 
Francisco 49ers; 
Willie Anderson, OT, 
Cincinnati Bengals. 

Jones is the best 
offensive lineman in 
the NEL. 


|, OT, San Diego Chargers 
Worth enioniag: Shawn Andrews, G, Philadelphia Eagles. 


nan, DE, Green Bay Packers 
Worth ‘martionlag’ Steve Justice, C, Wake Forest football. 


rry Zito, LHP San 
Francisco Giants 

Worth mentioning: 
Jonathan Ogden, OT, 
Baltimore Ravens. 

Zito’s number seems 
more suited to a spring 
training invitee than a 
guy in the first year of a seven-year deal worth $126 million. But 
he doesn’t want to change it. “It seems like a good symmetrical 
number,’ he told reporters. “It just looks good on the back.” 


MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 


Andre Johnson, WR, 
Houston Texans 

Worth mentioning: Isaac Bruce, 
WR, St. Louis Rams; Donald Driver, 
WR, Green Bay Packers; Jeremy 
Shockey, TE, New York Giants; Kellen 
Winslow, TE, Cleveland Browns. 

What, if anything, does it say 
about the NFL that virtually every 
team has a No. 80 and that Jerry 
Rice, who made the 80 great, is j 
widely considered the best wide & 
receiver ever, yet no NHL player will ~ 
ever wear No. 99 after Wayne Gretzky 
(it has been retired leaguewide)? 
Perhaps Gretzky was that 
much better than Rice. More 
likely, hockey better lends 
itself to reverence than foot- 7 
ball does. " 

But don’t tell Johnson about the a 
lack of reverence for Rice. He grew ™ 
up idolizing the 49ers legend and chose 
No. 80 as a tribute. After two years in the 
NEL, he was still so nervous about 
meeting Rice that he wouldn’t approach 
him after a joint practice between the ™ 
Texans and Broncos. (Rice was in camp with the Branton Ugh.) 
Friends shoved Johnson toward Rice. “I can’t believe I got to 
meet him,” Johnson told reporters. 
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Antonio Gates, TE, San Diego Chargers 
Worth mentioning: Chad Johnson, WR, Cincinnati Bengals. 
Johnson wanted to be called Ocho Cinco, so he made a Velcro 
patch with his new name and placed it over his old name before 
a game last year 


... and was fined $5,000 by the NFL. 
Hines Ward, WR, Pittsburgh Steelers ® 


Contender: Todd Heap, TE, Baltimore Ravens. 
Sidney Crosby, C, < 


Worth mentioning: 
Muhsin Muhammad, 
WR, Chicago Bears; 
Reggie Wayne, WR, 
Indianapolis Colts. 

Crosby chose his 
number because his 
birthday is August 7, 
1987—or 8-7-87. 


Marvin Harrison, 
WR, Indianapolis Colts 


BOB LEVERONE / SN 


Shaun Rogers, 
DT, Detroit Lions 

Worth 
mentioning: 
Michael Strahan, 
DE, New York 
Giants; Ted Wash- 
ington, DT, Cleve- 
land Browns. 


JAY DROWNS / SN 


Pittsburgh Penguins 8 7 87 


Dwight Freeney, DE, Indianapolis Colts ~< 
Contenders: Gaines Adams, DE, Clemson football; Richard 
Seymour, DE, New England Patriots; Kevin Williams, DT, Minnesota 
Vikings. 
Worth mentioning: Ron Artest, G/F Sacramento Kings. 


93 
94 


DeMarcus Ware, LB, Dallas Cowboys ~< 
Contenders: Aaron Schobel, DE, Buffalo Bills; Pat Williams, DT, 
Minnesota Vikings. 
At a number chock-full of Pro Bowl players, Ware stands out 
for his ferocious play. 


Jason Taylor, DE, Miami Dolphins 

Worth mentioning: So Taguchi, OF 
St. Louis Cardinals. 

Taguchi wore 6 in Japan and 
wanted that. But it had been retired 
for Stan Musial. He turned it upside 
down, but 9 had been retired for Enos 
Slaughter. Taguchi wore 1 in the 
Olympics, but Ozzie Smith made that 
number unusable. Next, Taguchi 
asked for 66, but Rick Ankiel was still 
around and he had it. Finally, Taguchi 
turned that number on its head, and 
he became No. 99. 
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ILLUSTRATION BY 
JACK KRUYNE / SN 


9 a 


Steve Smith, WR, Carolina Panthers 

Worth mentioning: Morgan Shepherd, NASCAR driver. 

We bring up Shepherd because 89 is the most recent car 
number he has driven—and presumably the last, as he is 65 years 
old. In a career that started in 1970 and spanned 513 races, the 
last of which was in 2006, he drove cars with 43 different num- 
bers in Cup races, according to NASCAR's database. That’s more 
than any active driver. 


Julius Peppers, DE, Carolina Panthers 

Worth mentioning: Mario Williams, DE, Houston Texans. 

Nobody in the NFL has Peppers’ unique blend of size, speed 
and athleticism—certainly no one wearing No. 90. 


| are Harris, DT, 
Chicago Bears 

Worth mentioning: Sergei 
Fedorov, C, Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 

Fedorov wears 91 because 
that was the year he played his 
first season with the Red 
Wings after defecting from 
Russia. There’s irony in the 
fact his number is the oppo- 
site of former teammate Steve 
Yzerman’s—the two are 
opposites in many ways, not 
the least of which is their 
standing with Wings fans. 


gS - Shaun Phillips, LB, San Diego Chargers 
Contender: Tully Banta-Cain, LB, San Francisco 49ers. 


Worth mentioning: Jason Ferguson, DT, Dallas Cowboys. 


S96 - Adalius Thomas, DE, New England Patriots 


Worth mentioning: Alex Brown, DE, Chicago Bears; Marcus 
Spears, DE, Dallas Cowboys. 


97 _- Patrick Kerney, DE, Seattle Seahawks 
Contenders: Reggie Hayward, DE, Jacksonville Jaguars; Mathias 


Kiwanuka, LB, New York Giants; Simeon Rice, DE, Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. 

A tough number to decide on. Bottom line: You don’t want 
any of these guys chasing you. 


John Henderson, DT, Jacksonville Jaguars 
Worth mentioning: Casey Hampton, DT, Pittsburgh Steelers; 
Robert Mathis, DE, Indianapolis Colts. 
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Ridgeline didn't just win its class. 
It dominated Baja from every angle. 


On March 10, 2007, Ridgeline driver Gavin Skilton finished first in the stock mini 
class at the SCORE Baja 250. With its standard Variable Torque Management® 
4-wheel-drive system, the Ridgeline powered through deep silt, rocks and mud 


on its way to a thrilling desert race victory. 
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Not if you're a sports fan 


“Best by number,” the magazine article, is a nice start, but it’s only a start. There’s a whole other debate 
in trying to decide who is the best ever to wear a number. That’s Best by Number, the book, and it’s avail- 
able at Barnes & Noble, Borders, Amazon and Books-A-Million. 32: Brown or Koufax? 4: Gehrig or Orr? 
7: Elway or Mantle? There’s not a guy on this list you won't recognize. Not if you're a sports fan. 


Os. Jim Otto 50. David Robinson 
1. Jacques Plante 51. Dick Butkus 
~<— 2. Secretariat 52. Ray Lewis Ww 
3. Babe Ruth 53. Don Drysdale 
4. Lou Gehrig 54. Goose Gossage ——> 
5. Joe DiMaggio 55. Orel Hershiser 
6. Bill Russell 56. Lawrence Taylor 
7. John Elway 57. Dwight Stephenson 
8. Cal Ripken 58. Jack Lambert 
9. Hockey's trinity: 59. Jack Ham 
Rocket Richard, Gordie 60. Chuck Bednarik 
Howe, Bobby Hull 61. Bill George 
10. Pele 62. Charley Trippi 
11. Isiah Thomas 63. Willie Lanier 
12. Joe Namath 64. Jerry Kramer 
13. Wilt Chamberlain 65. Elvin Bethea 
14, Otto Graham 66. Mario Lemieux 
15. Bart Starr 67. Bob Kuechenberg 
16. Joe Montana 68. Jaromir Jagr 
17. John Havlicek 69. Larry Costello 
18. Peyton Manning 70. Jim Marshall 
19. Johnny Unitas 71. Alex Karras 
20. Barry Sanders 72. Carlton Fisk 
21. Roberto Clemente 73. John Hannah 
22. Emmitt Smith 74. Bob Lilly 
- 23. Michael Jordan 75. Joe Greene 
24. Willie Mays 76. Lou Groza 
25. Barry Bonds 77. Red Grange 
26. Billy Williams 78. Anthony Munoz 
27. Juan Marichal 79. Roosevelt Brown 
28. Marshall Faulk 80. Jerry Rice ———>" 
29. Ken Dryden 81. Tim Brown 
30. Nolan Ryan 82. Raymond Berry 
31. Greg Maddux 83. Ted Hendricks 
32. Jim Brown 84, Sharpe Brothers 
33. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar (Sterling and Shannon) 
34, Walter Payton 85. Nick Buoniconti 
35. Phil Niekro 86. Buck Buchanan 
36. Meadowlark Lemon 87. Willie Davis 
37. Casey Stengel 88. Alan Page 
38. Curt Schilling 89. Mike Ditka 
39. Roy Campanella 90. Bob Kurland 
AO. Gale Sayers 91. Sergei Fedorov 
41. Tom Seaver 92. Reggie White 
42. Jackie Robinson 93. Doug Gilmour 
43. Richard Petty 94. Charles Haley 
44, Hank Aaron 95. Richard Dent 
45. Bob Gibson 96. Bill Voiselle 
46. Lee Smith 97. Cornelius Bennett 
47. Mel Blount 98. Tom Harmon 
48. Jimmie Johnson 99. Wayne Gretzky —> 
49. Ron Guidry 
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It’s not enough to be lawful. NFL players must make a difference in the world. 


When I say good guys, 
I really mean great 


By Paul Attner 
pattner@sportingnews.com 


ere’s something we all 

need to remember: The 

NEL, like every other 

pro league, really is not 

overrun by sad folks 
like Pacman Jones and Chris 
Henry. Commissioner Roger 
Goodell is right to focus on 
cleaning up his sport and on 
making it uncomfortable, and 
even costly, to be a jerk. But it’s 
time to do even more. 

The overwhelming majority 
of pro football players are good 
guys. They have families, bills, 
concerns and a moral code that 
prods them to conduct them- 
selves properly. 

Most understand that they 
inherit certain responsibilities 
along with their attractive pay- 
checks. They know fans are 
watching how they behave; they 
know any pathetic conduct will 
reflect not only on them but 
also on their team and league. 

That doesn’t mean they don’t 
have a beer or two or exceed the 
speed limit. We aren't talking angels here. But in 
a society that increasingly seems to celebrate 
stupidity and spotlight the lowlifes of our cul- 
ture, most of these players actually are 
normal—except, of course, for the $75,000 cars 
and the $1 million houses and the custom- 
made suits. But that doesn’t make them bad 
people. Just lucky. 

What the league needs, though, is for more 
of these good people to become even better 
guys. That means they need to figure out how 
they can influence their communities in a more 
positive way. These men have an extraordinary 
ability to bring happiness to those less fortu- 
nate; it’s a power of giving that not enough of 
them are willing to exercise. They either don’t 
understand the level of beneficent effect they 
can produce or they are unwilling to commit to 
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If NFL rookies are looking for a player to emulate, they should try Wistrom. 


helping make their world a brighter place. 

That’s why it was sobering to see players such 
as Tiki Barber, Grant Wistrom, Will Shields, 
Shelton Quarles and Marshall Faulk end their 
careers in recent weeks. These are great-hearted 
men who have done amazing work in their 
communities. They are special people who get 
it, guys who have influenced some of their peers 
to reach out to the needy. 

Wistrom and his buddy, former NFL 
lineman Jerry Wunsch, have a wonderful pro- 
gram that sponsors sick youngsters from com- 
munities throughout the country on a 
weeklong winter trip to Wisconsin. But they do 
more than pay the bills. They join the kids for a 
series of outdoor activities that help bring some 
joy into lives that are filled with too many pills 
and needles. The trip has been so successful that 


the two keep adding participants each year. 

It takes money to fund this kind of 
program. And certainly, NFL players have the 
financial resources to make a difference for 
charities that can do wonderful things with a 
$50,000 gift. But this isn’t just about money. 
Players who visit hospitals can make sick chil- 
dren very happy; after all, these are their 
heroes. What does that take—a few hours a 
week? Doesn’t seem like 
much compared with the 
rewards it can harvest. 

Friends and readers tell 
me it’s the media’s fault that 
good guys don’t receive the 
level of exposure we give to 
idiots such as Randy Moss. 
They tell me that by touting 
excellent deeds more often, 
reporters can make the 
public realize there really 
aren't many Tank Johnsons 
in NFL locker rooms. 

When we write about 
good guys, we get positive 
responses from our readers. 
But when we write about 
bad guys, the responses usu- 
ally are overwhelming. 
There’s something about 
these malcontents that infat- 
uates us, even if we say we 
don’t care to read another 
word about Terrell Owens. 

Maybe we can’t change 
reading habits, But the NFL 
and its players surely can 
improve how they reinforce 
the idea that athletes are in 
the community every day 
attempting to upgrade the 
quality of life. Goodell has his own television 
network. Why not give us a weekly program 
touting the best of his civic-minded guys? And 
how about encouraging the NFL's network part- 
ners to do more programming involving com- 
munity work of players? 

But it’s also important that the 255 players 
just drafted receive as much education about 
how to be good guys as about how to avoid 
trouble. That means involving Wistrom and 
Barber and Faulk and current players such as 
Kurt Warner and Deuce McAllister and Warrick 
Dunn in seminars that give detailed instruc- 
tions about establishing foundations and taking 
the steps needed to start giving back. That 
would go a long way toward achieving 
Goodell’s goal of making the NFL a better 
league. SN 
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Vikings WR Troy Williamson was sent 
to an experimental lab earlier this off- 
season in an effort to cure the drop- 
sies that plagued him in his first two 
seasons. Williamson spent time at 
Nike’s corporate headquarters, which 
are outfitted with sensitive equipment 
designed to identify why he drops 
passes. Williamson was given specific 
hand-eye coordination exercises to 
work on during the offseason. * The 
Giants’ biggest need going into the 
offseason was linebacker, right? That’s 
what the team wanted everyone to 
think, but it has known since Feb- 
ruary that it planned to convert 
Mathias Kiwanuka, a 2006 first-round 
pick, from defensive end to strongside 
linebacker. If he makes the transition, linebacker 
could go from a huge weakness to a strength. » The 
Browns underestimated the Michael Vick factor 
when they gave OT Kevin Shaffer a $36 million free- 
agent contract last year. Shaffer started at left tackle 
in Atlanta, but Vick is a lefty, which means Shaffer 
didn’t protect his blind side. G.M. Phil Savage con- 
cluded Shaffer was athletic and experienced enough 
to handle left tackle in front of a righthanded 
quarterback, but he struggled to adjust. Unless first- 
round pick Joe Thomas comes in late or struggles in 
camp, Shaffer will be traded or moved elsewhere on 
the Browns’ line. ® The Panthers want to enter 
training camp with an open mind about RB Eric 
Shelton, who has produced nothing since the Pan- 
thers took him in the second round in 2005. Because 
he was slow to pick up his blocking duties, Shelton 
clashed with former offensive coordinator Dan Hen- 
ning. New coordinator Jeff Davidson will try to give 
Shelton a clean slate. Shelton (6-1, 246) is Carolina’s 
only big running back, and Davidson would like to 
use him as a short-yardage runner. » The Cardinals 
are about $3 million under the salary cap, but they 
think they'll enter the season with enough room to 


re-sign Karlos Dansby, who is moving from outside 
to inside linebacker this year. He has the tools to be 
an impact player, but his durability is a question. 
The Cardinals would like to see how he starts the 
season before entering serious negotiations. > 
Teammates have been highly complimentary of 
Chargers ILB Matt Wilhelm’s speed and ability to 
learn, but there is concern about his ability to play 
every down and step into Donnie Edwards’ shoes 
(and hands) in coverage. A rapid ascent by third- 
round draft pick Anthony Waters could put pressure 
on Wilhelm. > Raiders senior personnel executive 
Michael Lombardi has fallen out of favor with Al 
Davis and been stripped of many of his duties. 
Lombardi used to handle all contract negotiations, 
sit in on coach interviews and attend practices regu- 
larly. However, he quit attending practices because 
he didn’t get along well with former coach Art Shell, 
who accused him of undermining the coach’s 
authority. Look for Lombardi to take the first job 
offer he receives and for director of football develop- 
ment Mark Jackson, whom coach Lane Kiffin 
brought with him from Southern California, to 
assume Lombardi’s duties. | —SN correspondents 
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What, Brendan Roberts isn't on the V.Y. bandwagon? Certainly not Kop a ganiesy ; 
perspective. If you think he's living in a fantasy world, let him know at sportingnews.com. i ) 


|| ‘Many of the doubts I had about 
| Vince Young before last season 
are starting to creep back in for 2007’ 


Woe were the Browns when 
they found out Shaffer couldn't 
protect a QB’s blind side. 
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speedreads 


Let's get this straight: Lane 
Kiffin, who has never been a 
head coach, is dictating the 
Raiders’ personnel moves? 
Don't believe it. Al Davis 
wouldn't let Jon Gruden have 
this kind of role, and he 
certainly isn’t giving it to 
someone as inexperienced as 
Kiffin. Davis still is firmly in 
charge of the organization. 

So Keyshawn Johnson was 
going to become Dwayne 
Jarrett’s tutor with the 
Panthers? Sounds like a great 
idea, but no one told Carolina, 
which cut Johnson two days 
after the draft. Just one of 
many things Johnson got 
wrong during ESPN's draft 
coverage. 

The Vikings got a gift in the 
first round when running back 
Adrian Peterson slipped to 
seventh. Mark it down: He will 
become one of the NFUs best 
in a year or two. 
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JAGUARS When John Henderson and 
Marcus Stroud are at 100 percent, it’s 
tough to run at them. Stroud (ankle) won’t 
be available for minicamps. Rob Meier is the 
top backup, and Tony McDaniel is part of the 
rotation. 


PATRIOTS Richard Seymour and 

Ty Warren are ends in the 3-4, but 
they really are tackles alongside Vince 
Wilfork. Mike Wright is becoming a 
serviceable backup. 


STEELERS Pro Bowl pick Casey 

Hampton plays with great leverage 
and power. Backup Chris Hoke gives 
the team the flexibility to employ the 
4-3. He’s quick and uses his hands 
well. 


CHARGERS Jamal Williams may 
be the NFL’s best at clogging up 
running lanes. Backups Brandon 
McKinney and Ryon Bingham will 
compete to be Williams’ eventual 


replacement. 2 
RAVENS The group is talented, S , 
deep and versatile. Kelly Gregg 3 

and Haloti Ngata are great run stop- 8 


pers. Backups Justin Bannan and 
Dwan Edwards play a lot. End Trevor 
Pryce is strong when he moves inside. 


RAIDERS Warren Sapp shows no signs of 

slowing down. He has a superior knowl- 
edge of the game and the one-gap technique. 
Tommy Kelly is inconsistent and may be 
pushed by Terdell Sands, who is a force 
against the run. 


DOLPHINS Starters Keith Traylor and 

Vonnie Holliday provide speed, power 
and athleticism, but Traylor is 37 and Holl- 
iday is 31. Younger players such as Fred Evans 
must seize their opportunities. 


TITANS Albert Haynesworth is athletic 

and strong, but injuries and a suspension 
have kept him from playing full seasons in 
recent years. Randy Starks is inconsistent. 
Rien Long, Tony Brown and rookie Antonio 
Johnson are in the rotation. 


TEXANS First-round pick Amobi Okoye 

can stop the run and rush the passer. 
Travis Johnson will battle Anthony Maddox 
for the other starting job. Maddox is fierce 
against the run. 


1 BILLS This group relies on speed 
instead of size. Larry Tripplett plays 
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When it came to who was No. 1, it was 
impossible to push Stroud out of the way. 
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TOP5 Defensive tackles 


1. Marcus Stroud, Jaguars. John Henderson and 
Stroud form the NFUs most dominating tackle duo in 
the past 10 to 15 years. 

2. John Henderson, Jaguars. Henderson is big 
(6-7, 325), strong and tough. He can dominate a 
game by himself when he gets a fire lit under him. 

3. Casey Hampton, Steelers. Fans can go a whole 
game and never hear Hampton's name called, But his 
‘teammates and opponents know how powerful and 
dominant he is. He’s the anchor of Pittsburgh’s defense. 
4. Jamal Williams, Chargers. Heading into his 
10th season, Williams still has a rare combination of 
size and athleticism. He can be a dominant run 
defender and pocket crasher when fresh, but his con- 
ditioning is an issue. 

5. Vince Wilfork, Patriots. Wilfork has been billed as 
a plugger, but he moves very well and has playmaking 
ability. He can be dominant when he is in top shape. 


with quickness and good technique. 
Darwin Walker is a proven pass 
rusher. Kyle Williams and John 
McCargo are tenacious. 


1 JETS Nose tackle Dewayne 
Robertson is ill-suited for the 3-4, but 1 
he’s improving. Playing on the nose 
neutralizes his athletic ability. Backup Sione 
Pouha has done nothing in two seasons. 


1 BENGALS This group is solid against 
the run but won't generate many 
sacks. Starters Sam Adams and John 


COLTS Anthony McFarland holds up 
well at the point of attack and occa- 
sionally pushes the pocket. Raheem Brock is 
undersized (6-4, 274) but athletic and quick. 
Dan Klecko, Darrell Reid and rookie run 
stuffer Quinn Pitcock are in the rotation. 


1 Leased Ted Washington, 39, still can 


Thornton and top sub Michael Myers all are 
30 or older; their best days are behind them. 
Domata Peko, 22, is part of the rotation. 


1 Ke aaa Fourth-round pick Marcus 

Thomas has good strength, size and 
quickness and may start immediately. Other- 
wise, Alvin McKinley could start. Gerard 
Warren was hampered by dislocated toes last 
season. 


fight double-teams but not necessarily 
for a full game. Free-agent acquisition Shaun 
Smith (6-2, 325) has the build for the posi- 
tion but lacks experience. 


1 CHIEFS Ron Edwards and free-agent 

addition Alfonso Boone, both run 
stuffers, likely will start. Rookie Tank Tyler 
and James Reed will get snaps. This group 
doesn’t have a star who can dominate a game. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Baltimore, Mike Preston; Buffalo, Allen Wilson; Cincinnati, Chick Ludwig; Cleveland, Steve 
Doerschuk; Denver, Lee Rasizer; Houston, Megan Manfull; Indianapolis, Mike Chappell; Jacksonville, Michael C. 
Wright; Kansas City, Adam Teicher; Miami, Jeff Darlington; New England, John Tomase; New York, Rich Cimini; 
Oakland, Steve Corkran; Pittsburgh, Gerry Dulac; San Diego, Kevin Acee; Tennessee, Jim Wyatt. 


SIVE TACKLES Ui} 


VIKINGS Pat Williams and Kevin Williams 

are arguably the NFL's best run-stopping 
duo. The depth is not ideal, however. The 
team has no natural backup at nose tackle, 
and Spencer Johnson is injury-prone. 


BEARS Tommie Harris is unblockable at 
times, but the status of jailed partner Tank 
Johnson is a question. The club has added 
help in Dusty Dvoracek and Anthony Adams. 


LIONS Both Shaun Rogers and Cory Red- 

ding are extremely difficult to handle 
one-on-one because of their ability to get 
into the backfield. Shaun Cody will be the 
primary backup, mostly at under tackle. 


PACKERS First-round pick Justin Harrell 

will complement nose tackle Ryan Pickett 
well—both are difficult to move and play 
with high motors. The club also is high on 
Corey Williams, who played well next to 
Pickett last year. 


PANTHERS When in shape, Kris Jenkins 

can be one of the game’s dominant 
tackles. Maake Kemoeatu is a fine run stuffer, 
but he has no pass-rush skills. Damione 
Lewis will get in on passing downs. 


SAINTS Hollis Thomas is a powerful run 

stuffer. Brian Young is a bit more athletic 
but isn’t much of a pass-rushing presence. 
Rodney Leisle, Antwan Lake and Willie 
Whitehead are decent backups. 


COWBOYS Jason Ferguson did a solid job 
at nose tackle in the team’s 3-4 last season. 


Jay Ratliff is a high-energy player 
who has become a solid backup. 


SEAHAWKS Marcus Tubbs’ 

recovery from knee surgery 
is pivotal. Chuck Darby excels at 
penetrating but can be over- 
whelmed by bigger players. 
Rocky Bernard is a good pass 
rusher, but durability is a 
problem. 


CARDINALS Kendrick Clancy 

is a solid veteran. Alan Branch 
and Gabe Watson have the size 
and athletic ability to be good 
players. The club thinks it stole 
Branch with the No. 33 pick in the draft. 


1 EAGLES Brodrick Bunkley barely got 

on the field as a rookie. Mike Patterson 
needs to be more consistent. Ian Scott and 
Montae Reagor will provide help. 


1 49ERS Aubrayo Franklin is capable of 
taking on double-teams and holding 
his ground. Isaac Sopoaga is strong but raw. 
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TOPS Defensive tackles 


1, Tommie Harris, Bears. He is the best tackle in the 
NFL, and, with all due respect to Brian Urlacher, quickly is 
becoming the best player on the Bears’ defense. 

2. Kevin Williams, Vikings. He was back to his dominant 
self in the Vikings’ attacking 4-3 defense last season and 
was a big reason the team was among the league’s best 
against the run. Expect him to return to the Pro Bowl this 


season. 


3. Pat Williams, Vikings. He is extremely disruptive and 
an elite run stuffer. He’s entering his 11th year but is 
coming off his first Pro Bowl appearance; he will continue 
to be a force both as a pass rusher and run stopper. 

4. Kris Jenkins, Panthers. He finally played a full season 
in 2006 and can be as dominant as any inside pass rusher 


in the league when healthy. 


5. Rod Coleman, Falcons. Expected to be healthy for the 
start of the season, Coleman (quadriceps) isn’t a power- 
house run stuffer but makes plays with his quickness. He is 


the best interior pass rusher in the NFL. 


Ronald Fields is better suited to play end but 
can man the middle. 


1 BUCCANEERS Kevin Carter is untested 

inside and is not a long-term answer. 
Greg Peterson has speed and quickness, but 
he’s a project. Chris Hovan is a solid contrib- 
utor at the nose. 


1 FALCONS With Grady Jackson's status 

unclear and Rod Coleman (quad) 
injured, this position is a mess. The team could 
open the season with Jonathan Babineaux 
replacing Coleman and either Anthony Bryant 
or Darrell Shropshire in Jackson’s spot. 


1 GIANTS The team got a career year 

from Fred Robbins and a strong 
rookie showing by Barry Cofield and still was 
only adequate. Behind Robbins is draft bust 
William Joseph. 


1 REDSKINS Cornelius Griffin was both- 

ered by bad shoulders last season but 
is fine now. Kedric Golston plays hard but 
gets pushed around. Joe Salave’a plays with a 
high motor. 


1 RAMS La’Roi Glover gets his share of 

sacks but isn’t the player he was a few 
years ago. His backup, Claude Wroten, did 
little as a rookie. Rookie Adam Carriker 
probably will start ahead of Jimmy Kennedy 
at nose tackle. 
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Williams & Williams: stopping 
offenses together since 2005. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Arizona, Kent Somers; Atlanta, D. Orlando Ledbetter; Carolina, Pat Yasinskas; Chicago, Brad 
Biggs; Dallas, Jean-Jacques Taylor; Detroit, Tom Kowalski; Green Bay, Tom Silverstein; Minnesota, Kevin Seifert; 
New Orleans, Mike Triplett; New York, Ralph Vacchiano; Philadelphia, Mark Eckel; St. Louis, Jim Thomas; San 
Francisco, Dennis Georgatos; Seattle, Clare Farnsworth; Tampa Bay, Roy Cummings; Washington, Paul Woody. 
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It’s imperative that second-year pro Tim Jennings 
produce as the COLTS’ new nickel corner. 
Jennings is small (5-8, 185) but powerful. He 
must hone his coverage techniques because 


coordinator Ron Meeks uses the nickel package 
frequently. ... S Ryan Clark could replace 


CB Deshea Townsend as the STEELERS’ nickel 
back. The coaches like Clark’s athleticism and 


hitting ability. Clark, who is being replaced by 
Anthony Smith at free safety, reacts well to the ball 
and is a sure tackler. ... JETS No. 3 WR Justin 
McCareins likely will be a June 1 cap casualty. 
He’s due to make $2.9 million in 2007, and the 
coaches believe he’s too much of a finesse player. 
The team doesn’t have a ready replacement— 
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Broncos QB Jay Cutler has been working on 
throwing to checkdown receivers and getting rid of 
the ball more quickly to avoid big hits. Cutler will 
put his instruction to use at quarterbacks camp 
later this month. ... This offseason is all about 
calming down for Chargers QB Philip Rivers. He 
knows he needs to slow down, trust what he sees 
and just play. ... After missing 16 of the team’s past 
21 games with injuries, Jaguars QB Byron Leftwich 
is getting in peak physical condition, which includes 
losing weight. He also is focusing on improving his 
footwork in the pocket to avoid hits. ... A busy 
offseason is in store for Texans DE Mario Williams. 
The staff will work with him in meetings and on the 
practice field to help him read offenses better and 
improve his footwork and moves. Williams needs 
lots of reps after being limited in practice by plantar 
fasciitis as a rookie. ... Titans K Rob Bironas is 
watching film to figure out why he missed several 
close-range kicks and why all his misses were wide 
right last season. Bironas may not have been 
getting his leg all the way through the ball, or he 
may have been dipping his right shoulder slightly. 
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Tim Dwight is coming off foot 
surgery, and Brad Smith is raw. 
Seventh-round draft pick Chansi 
Stuckey could be a long-term 
option. ... Jerome Harrison has a 
golden opportunity to succeed 
RB Jamal Lewis because the 
BROWNS passed on a back in the 
draft. Harrison is undersized 
(5-9, 199) and his blocking is 
suspect, but he has good quick- 
ness, vision and moves. He’s 
trying to get bigger and stronger 
and improve his blitz pickup and 
receiving skills. ... Newly signed 
WLB Ed Hartwell will be counted 
on to lead the BENGALS’ young 
linebackers. Hartwell is an out- 
standing run stopper and an 
explosive hitter but lacks elite 
speed and isn’t comfortable in 
coverage. ... With WRs Randy 
Moss and Donte’ Stallworth on 
the outside, the PATRIOTS will 
force opponents to play more 
cover 2 and keep their safeties 
deep. That will open up things 
underneath for slot WR Wes 
Welker, TE Ben Watson and 
RB Kevin Faulk. RB Laurence Maroney also will 
benefit in the running game. To take advantage 
of the deep speed on the outside, QB Tom Brady 
will need better pass protection so he can take 
five- and seven-step drops rather than his usual 


Wilcox will get to show off those hands in games. 


TODD WARSHAW FOR TSN 
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three-step drops. ... The RAIDERS believe 
WR Mike Williams got a bad rap with the Lions 
and that he’ll benefit from being reunited with 
coach Lane Kiffin, who coached Williams at USC. 
Williams was criticized in Detroit for his poor 
conditioning and work ethic. ... If defensive line 
coach Bill Kollar can motivate newly acquired 
DT Manny Wright, the BILLS could have a space- 
eating run stuffer. Wright missed last season 
while struggling with depression, but he has 
tremendous size (6-6, 329) and strength. ... The 
CHIEFS expect WR Jeff Webb to replace Dante 
Hall on kickoff returns. Webb made good deci- 
sions and hit the hole quickly in limited duty last 
season. There’s no obvious punt return candi- 
date, but WR Eddie Kennison excelled in that role 
early in his career. He has good hands and makes 
good decisions. ... The RAVENS plan to use more 
two-tight end sets, which means backup Dan 
Wilcox needs to step up. Wilcox’s blocking got 
progressively better in his first three seasons, and 
he has good hands and can work the middle of 
the field. ... DOLPHINS coach Cam Cameron is 
confident new LT Vernon Carey, who is switching 
from right tackle, will adjust to the differences in 
speed and footwork at the position. Carey was 
comfortable on the right, but he is the team’s 
best lineman and has played on the left before, so 
the move makes sense. 


The decision to pass on QB Brady Quinn in the 
draft was a strong statement that the VIKINGS 
plan to build around QB Tarvaris Jackson. The 
team has worked extensively with Jackson this 
offseason, and he has made progress learning 
the offense and getting familiar with the team’s 
personnel. ... EAGLES MLB Jeremiah Trotter, 30, 
is determined to come to camp in the best shape 
of his career. Knee injuries have worn on him 
over the years, and dropping from 260 pounds 
to the 240s may make him a step faster and 
prolong his career. ... NT Barry Cofield could 
become a fixture in the middle of the GIANTS’ 
line. He has the size (6-4, 306) and strength to 
be an effective run stopper, 
but he didn’t provide much 
of a push up the middle as a 
rookie. He needs to find a 
way to collapse the pocket. 

LIONS RG Stephen 
Peterman is expected to 
push for the starting job, 
which could influence the 
team’s decision to keep 
G/C Damien Woody. Though 
Woody is doing a good job 
of handling his weight 
problems, he likely will have 
to take a pay cut to stay 
if Peterman ends up start- 
ing. ... SEAHAWKS CB Kelly 
Jennings struggled down the 
stretch last season when he 
was bothered by back prob- 
lems, so his offseason focus 
has been to gain strength 


and increase explosiveness. That will give him a 
leg up on winning the starting job on the left 
side. ... The PANTHERS are going to stick with 
TE Michael Gaines as their starter and Jeff King 
as the backup. If the line is healthy this season, 
Gaines and King likely will have more freedom 
to catch passes. ... The FALCONS are counting 
on second-year pro Jimmy Williams, who is 
switching from cornerback to free safety, to get 
comfortable making calls, to be able to drop 
back in zones and to provide over-the-top sup- 
port to the cornerbacks. If he can do all that, he 
will win a starting spot. ... CB Jason David, 
signed by the SAINTS, is a bit undersized at 5-8, 
180, but he has a nice combi- 
nation of speed and tackling 
ability. He will have to make a 
successful transition from the 
Colts’ cover 2 defense. ... 
The REDSKINS are giving Todd 
Wade a long look at left guard. 
Wade is experienced, smart, 
reasonably athletic and a dili- 
gent worker. Whether he has 
the agility and flexibility to 
play guard is another ques- 
tion. ... The PACKERS may 
take a shot at recently released 
WR Keyshawn Johnson, who 
could greatly improve their 
red zone offense. The risk is 
that Johnson would be a bad 
role model for a group of very 
young receivers. ... SS Corey 
Chavous is the glue guy in 
the RAMS’ secondary. The 
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Bears QB Rex Grossman is working to clean up 
his footwork, specifically how he delivers the ball in 
the face of pressure. Part of Grossman’s approach 
is to review practice tapes of QBs Joe Montana 
and Troy Aikman and apply what he sees to his 
play. ... 49ers NT Isaac Sopoaga is working on 
improving his hand technique. Sopoaga (6-2, 332) 
has good size and is very strong, but he hasn’t 
used his hands enough to punch, shock and jolt 
opposing offensive linemen. Better technique and 
quick, strong jabs will help Sopoaga fend off 
blockers. ... The Cowboys want WR Terrell Owens to 
understand every facet of the playbook so they can 
better use all of his skills. That’s one reason 
offensive coordinator Jason Garrett made a trip to 
see Owens this offseason. The better the grasp 
Owens has on the offense, the more the Cowboys 
can move him around and get him in position to 
make big plays. ... Bucs QB Chris Simms is 
working hard to reduce the number of his passes 
opponents bat down. The problem has plagued 
Simms for years, primarily because he has a 
tendency to lock on to his intended receiver early 
on plays that require a three-step drop. Simms is 
trying to look away from his target until he releases 
the ball. He’s also trying to quicken his release. 


younger players study his play and practice 
habits. Chavous, 31, remains a solid performer 
in all facets—against the run, in coverage and on 
the blitz. He has the smarts and experience to 
compensate for his so-so speed. ... CARDINALS 
OTs Mike Gandy, Oliver Ross and Levi Brown will 
play both the right and left sides during off- 
season practices. Part of the reason coach Ken 
Whisenhunt wants to cross-train the tackles is so 
they’re ready to play either side if injuries strike. 
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It's amazing what a couple of wins will do for your confidence. 


The season from nowhere 
that you could see coming 


Jenkins and the B ewers e 
: squarely i in the win column .. 
and they're getting used to it. 


By Stan McNeal 
smcneal@sportingnews.com 


B® eoff Jenkins knows losing like Mil- 
q | MB waukee knows winter. He has, after all, 
, been a Brewer his entire career. In his 
WO first nine seasons, Jenkins’ team lost 
QE 257 more games than Derek Jeter’s Yan- 
kees didi in the same time frame. That’s more 
than a season and a half of nothing but losses. 

When Jenkins said he’d never been on a team 
that showed up for work every day expecting to 
win, it was easy to believe him. “We always had 
some guys here who were just happy to be in 
the majors collecting a paycheck,” he says. 

Now that’s cold. 

These days are different in Milwaukee and 
not only because winter is over. These days, the 
Brewers come to the yard expecting good things 
will happen. At 20-10, the Brewers started the 
week with the majors’ best record—the first 
time in 20 years they could make such a claim. 
The Brewers began 2007 as one of those clubs 
that could be this year’s Tigers, that is, a team 
that seems to come from nowhere to contend. 
The Tigers’ record after 30 games last year: 20- 
10. They went on to prove they were nota fluke. 

Neither are the Brewers, who figure to con- 
tend as long as inexperience or injuries don’t 
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overwhelm them. Through the draft, a couple 
of trades and a big-money free-agent signing, 
G.M. Doug Melvin has assembled the deepest 
roster in the N.L. Central. If he needs additional 
pieces, eager owner Mark Attanasio has said 
he'll commit the resources. (See, times really are 
different.) 

The draft. The Brewers soon will feature a 
home-grown infield of first- and second-round 
draft picks. First baseman Prince Fielder has 
established himself as a middle-of-the-order 
slugger. Second baseman Rickie Weeks is a leadoff 
hitter with some power and speed. Shortstop J.J. 
Hardy, the lone second-rounder in this group, 
leads the club in homers and RBIs, yet defense is 
considered his strongsuit. Third baseman Ryan 
Braun may be the best hitter of the bunch, but 
the club plans to keep him in the minors for now. 

The trades. Closer Francisco Cordero, who 
allowed only two hits to the first 45 batters he 
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Stan McNeal is proudly on the Harang bandwagon. Are you? 


Tell the world at sportingnews.com. 


Harang is 
not quite Roy 

Oswalt, but he’s no Carl Pavano, either. 
He’s a workhorse who eats up innings’ 


faced, came from the Rangers last summer 
when the Brewers dealt free agent-to-be Carlos 
Lee. Cordero has joined with former closer 
Derrick Turnbow to form the most dominant 
late-inning combo in the N.L. The same trade 
also netted Kevin Mench, who has been pro- 
ductive as part of a platoon in left field with 
Jenkins. The offseason trade that cost the team 
frontline starter Doug Davis brought switch- 
hitting catcher Johnny Estrada, who is batting 
.287, and starter Claudio Vargas, off to a 3-0 
start with a 2.89 ERA. 

The free agent. Melvin knew Jeff Suppan’s 
stuff was far from dominant, but that didn’t 
stop him from committing $42 million over 
four years to a 32-year-old. “You hear a lot 
about guys with better stuff,’ Melvin says. “But 
do they win ballgames? This guy wins ball- 
games.” Five this season to be exact. 

Although the Brewers’ rise may seem sudden, 
it’s really coming a year late. A .500 finish in 
2005 gave them hope for ’06, but the season was 
derailed by injuries. Weeks, Hardy, starting 
pitcher Ben Sheets and third baseman Corey 
Koskie, whose return from postconcussion 
syndrome remains uncertain, all missed signifi- 
cant time. “Now when I look back, I wonder 
how we won 75 games,” Melvin says. 

There has been no looking back this season. 
Manager Ned Yost has sensed a different “aura” 
from his players since spring training began. 
“You could just tell that they knew we had good 
players,” he says. 

The division has noticed, too. “We’ve felt that 
it was going to be a little time before they 
became a very good team,” Astros G.M. Tim 
Purpura says. “Well, they have become a very 
good team, and the thing is, now they’re playing 
with confidence. You can see it.” 

So can Jenkins, finally. SN 
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As the bullpen goes, 
so go the Indians. 
After a disappointing 
2006 by the club and 
its relievers, the Tribe 
started the week on 
top of the A.L. Cen- 
tral in no small part 


because the bullpen has improved its ERA by more than a run. The 
bullpen also helped the club to an 8-3 record in 1-run games. That’s the 


best mark in the division. > After struggling in 
previous starts, Rangers RHP Brandon 
McCarthy credited better pacing—he stopped 
rushing into and through his pitches—for his 
strong six-inning outing against the Blue Jays. 
With ace RHP Kevin Millwood (hamstring) on 
the disabled list, the Rangers need McCarthy 
to be consistent. > If runaway emotions limit 
the effectiveness of Diamondbacks RHP Jose 
Valverde—a legitimate concern—the club 
would be better served by moving RHP Tony 
Pena into the closer role. There isn’t much 
difference in their stuff; both have electric 
fastballs. > After a breakout 2006, Rockies 
3B Garrett Atkins is off to a slow start, and he 
has started chasing pitches, especially high 
ones. » Stealing 41 consecutive bases without 
being caught is impressive, but is it actually a 
good thing? Mariners CF Ichiro Suzuki has not 
been caught stealing since last April, so he 
obviously knows when to pick his spots. But 
he’s no longer picking them very often, the 
surest way to keep his streak alive. Ichiro, who 
stole 45 bases last season, had only two steals 
through his first 25 games. Astros 


lissing on all cylinders 


Off the field, the Cardinals have to cope with 


Josh Hancock’s death. On the field, the World 
Series champions began the week in last place in 
the N.L. Central with too many shortcomings to 
overcome in an improved division. 

First-inning woes. Incredibly, the Cardinals 
scored in the first inning only once in their first 
28 games. Leadoff hitter David Eckstein had a 
.282 on-base percentage entering the week and 
had been dropped in the order. The Cardinals 
tried six different leadoff hitters in six games last 
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A’s DH Mike Piazza joked that his 
slides are so ugly he has to wear knee 
pads under his uniform for protection. 
The pads didn’t help on a head-first 
dive into third base in which he 
sprained his shoulder in a collision 
with the Red Sox’s Mike Lowell. Piazza 
will be out a month as injuries con- 
tinue to plague the A’s. 


3B Morgan Ensberg has been hitting 
like a leadoff man—little power, lots 
of walks—so manager Phil Garner 
put him at the top of the order last 
week when 2B Craig Biggio had a 
day off. Ensberg, who had not led 
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off since his youth, responded by reaching base and scoring three times. 
Ensberg leads the majors in pitches per plate appearance. > The aging 


Giants figured to be injury-prone, but they 
made it through the first five weeks with only 
utilityman Mark Sweeney and RHP Russ Ortiz 
getting hurt. Ortiz’s elbow woes created an 
opportunity for Tim Lincecum, a 5-11, 170- 
pound right-hander with a high-90s fastball. 
Lincecum, the Giants’ first-round pick in ’06, 
had allowed one run in 31 innings at Class 
AAA. » Remember the wild-swinging ways of 
Braves RF Jeff Francoeur? They're disap- 
pearing. When he was first called up two years 
ago, Francoeur didn’t walk until his 131st plate 
appearance (and that one was intentional). 
Francoeur piled up 10 walks in his first 125 
plate appearances this season, including two 
with the bases loaded. > In less than a week, 
OF Ryan Langerhans was dealt from the Braves 
to the A’s to the Nationals. Despite a .093 bat- 
ting average, he has kept a sense of humor. 
“J enjoyed my time here,” he told reporters of 
his two-game stay with the A’s. 


McCarthy needs to slow down to get 
back on track for the Rangers. 


week, and none flourished: Combined, they went 
4-for-23 with two walks and two runs. 

Outfield production. Signing Jim Edmonds to a 
two-year extension last fall doesn’t look too smart. 
He started the week with one homer and 5 RBIs. 
As a group, Cardinals outfielders are last in the 
N.L. in slugging percentage, a key reason the club 
is last in the majors in runs. 

Chris Carpenter’s surgery. The ace, hit hard 
on opening day in his only start, will miss at least 
three months because of elbow surgery. The rest 
of the rotation has not picked up the slack; the 
Cardinals rank 15th in the N.L. in starters ERA. 


| don’t know when Barry Bonds will hit 756, but 
| do know where he will: San Francisco. That's 


the only place the record would not be met by 
a nasty reception. 


good. 


Surely, a lot of players aren’t happy that alcohol 
is being banned in more clubhouses, but they're 
smart enough not to whine about it. | hope. 
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Fantasy Source 


Stay ahead of 
the closer curve 


By Chris Bahr 
cbahr@sportingnews.com 


Those of you who drafted Jonathan Papelbon as a starting 
pitcher got a pleasant surprise—and a great value—when he was 
shifted back to the closer role late in spring training. But I'll buy 
you lunch if you can coerce a smile out of someone who drafted 

_ Brad Lidge or B.J. Ryan. 
§ The moment Al Reyes overtook Mariano Rivera in Fan- 
tasy Source’s weekly relief pitcher rankings, the world as we 
knew it ceased to exist. So how do you stay afloat? The best 
advice when it comes to closers: Be alert and be active. Reyes, Joakim Soria 
and Henry Owens probably didn’t draw any bids during your auction, but 
look at them now. 
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MUST-HAVE INSURANCE 

One reliever’s pain is another reliever’s promotion. 

Akinori Otsuka, Rangers. Mark it down: Otsuka will finish the 
season with more saves than the brittle Eric Gagne. 

Mike Gonzalez and Rafael Soriano, Braves. Bob Wickman began 
the month on the D.L. and will never be the poster boy for health and 
fitness. Gonzalez and Soriano will share the ninth inning, based on 
matchups. 

Hideki Okajima, Red Sox. Grab him just in case Papelbon’s 
shoulder begins to ache. Even if he doesn’t close, Okajima is an asset. 


GRAB THEM 
It’s just a matter of time before these guys are promoted to ninth- 
inning duties. 

Matt Capps, Pirates. Even when Salomon Torres gets a save, it’s 
rare he doesn’t allow a run or two. Meanwhile, Capps allowed just one run in 15 April games. 

Rafael Betancourt, Indians. Joe Borowski’s saves total is nice, but his horrible ERA and WHIP tell a 
different story. Betancourt has been Cleveland’s best reliever. 
Danys Baez, Orioles. This one’s a gut feeling. But you 
can’t ignore Chris Ray’s ERA vs. the Red Sox (40.50) and 

Yankees (13.50) this season. 
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Valverde 


DEAL THEM 

There’s no better time for selling high on these guys. 

Jose Valverde, Diamondbacks. Loosely translated, 
Valverde means “inevitable collapse.” 

Armando Benitez, Giants. How long until reality sets 
in? The clock is ticking, and the knees are creaking. 

Jason Frasor, Blue Jays. He has been mediocre at best 
in place of B.J. Ryan, and Jeremy Accardo has been superb 
in a setup role. 


PAUL CONNORS / AP 


Fantasy Source Baseball, your online fantasy authority: fantasy.sportingnews.com/baseball. 


COUNTERPOINTS 


When evaluating talent, is it 
better to be a numbers 
cruncher or a wannabe scout? 


NUMBERS 


I’ve got a bunch of tools, but I haven't 
built anything with them. So when I hear 
about a “five-tool player,” the first thing I 
ask is: What has he done with those tools? 
Statistics answer that question and put a 
player’s performance into context. A guy 
can have natural talent for miles, but ’m 
not interested if I can’t see it in a box score. 
Stats show you things your eyes miss. 

—Eric Ferguson 


Shields 


SCOUT 


Seeing is believing, and that’s the reason 
teams employ scouts. Stats are a good base- 
line to judge a player’s performance, but I 
love to see a player for myself before making 
a pickup. If I see a guy such as Stephen Drew 
demonstrating ultraquick bat speed or catch 
a pitcher such as James Shields flashing 
strikeout stuff, ’'m going to feel much better 
about my acquisitions. Thank goodness for 
satellite TV. —Roger Kuznia 
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(FS| MAY 14-20 STUDS C Johnny Estrada, Brewers ® 1B Todd Helton, Rockies @ 2B Dan Uggla, Marlins @ 3B David Wright, Mets © SS Michael Young, Rangers & 
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STOCK WATC H Whose value is moving up—and down. 
Rising Falling 


Henry Owens, RP, Marlins. Owens was next in line to close after Jorge ankees 
Julio failed miserably. With Owens’ mid-90s fastball and hard slider Whether it’s the bad back or just a 
working as they have, there’s no need to see who else might be in that line. slow start, Johnny Boy hasn’t gotten 

Tim Hudson, SP, Braves. When a no-name player with a poor track it done. In fact, he’s hitting more like 
record posts a 1.70 ERA in his Damon Hollins. 


first seven starts, we're not Rich Harden, SP, A’s. If you think 

buying it. When it’s a former Harden is going to stay healthy once 

Cy Young contender, we're he returns from a shoulder problem, 3 

interested. I have a to-the-floor printout of his & 
k Le is. He injury history Pd like to show you. = 

isn’t just a second baseman any- Joe Crede, 3B, White Sox. He was 


more. The Astros are starting an underachiever before last season 
him at second, shortstop and (.283-30-94), which now looks like a fluke. Crede owners, you can go 
third, and he’s rewarding them. ahead and take that hook out of your mouth. —Brendan Roberts 
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| | 
There’s no place like home for Padres SP Chris Young, at least in 2007. | he BLOG ALERT 


Young didn’t allow a run in his first 15 innings at Petco Park this 5 ; ; 
season. Compare that with the 5.85 ERA he posted in his first four You notice the Padres tallied 10 runs and 


road starts. Interestingly, he pitched much better away from San Diego oure salivating as you go to check the box 
last year than he did at home (2.41 ERA vs. 4.60 ERA). > After hitting y BAS yONs 


.226 in April, SS David Eckstein was dropped to eighth in the order for score. Then, you realize your guy 1s the only 

the first four games in May. In his two previous seasons with the Car- one in the bleepin’ lineup to take an 0-fer’ 

dinals, Eckstein had never started a game outside the leadoff spot. The 

switch is temporary, but it’s a reminder that owners also need to juggle Do you feel Kerry Walls’ pain? Commiserate—but try not to hate—when 

their lineups and put Eckstein on the bench. * Owners who stashed sharing your biggest disappointments at sportingnews.com. 

Roger Clemens can expect him back by early June. With the Yankees, 

he won't suffer from the spotty run support he received in Houston. 

Clemens posted a 2.02 ERA over the past two seasons but won only 20 

of 51 starts. > The Mariners stole a major league-low four bases in 
April. Owners of OF Ichiro Suzuki, in partic- 
ular, have noticed the downturn. Suzuki had 
one steal in the first month after swiping 
eight bases last April. —Rob Hurtt 
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.) — 
This year, Petco Park is good for Young. Last year, not so much. 


OF Jermaine Dye, White Sox & OF Andruw Jones, Braves & OF Manny Ramirez, Red Sox www. [ C ki es50 0 A i ii 


Promotion ends August1, 2007. Official rules and list of prizes are available at www.dickies500.com 


“OVER EER ALO 


5/14/07. 39 


BASEBALL 


@ Since the start of the 2004 season, Barry Bonds has 
29 walks but only five homers at Coors Field. So, Bonds’ 
biggest hurdle as he chases No. 756 might be Rox 

manager Clint Hurdle. 


During an impromptu press 
conference to appease the local fan 
base, Orioles broadcaster and bloody 
sock skeptic Gary Thorne launches 
another incoherent spiel, proclaiming 
the earth flat, the sky green and 


Dream week 


May 10-16 
@ Apparently blessed with 


the reading comprehension 
skills of Sean Connery as a 
Jeopardy! contestant, 
impressionable Phillies 
fans—on the brink of an 
insurrection because of the 
team’s slow start—launch an all-out rebellion when the 
Cubs’ Ryan Theriot steps up to the plate. 


It's always entertaining when Jose Guillen faces 
one of his former teams. The hotheaded outfielder 
claims he'll never forgive Angels manager Mike 
Scioscia for publicly dressing him down and 
suspending him in 2004. It remains unclear whether 
Jeff Weaver harbors any resentment toward the team 
that released him last season. When asked, Weaver 
claimed he was too busy working on his inevitable 
release from the Mariners to worry about the Angels. 
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TORONTO BLUE JAYS 


RHP Josh Towers has moved into a long-relief role 
after going 1-3 as a starter this season. RHP Victor 
Zambrano, the new No. 5 starter, is coming back from 
2006 elbow surgery. He throws fairly hard but strug- 
gles with command, ... RHP Dustin McGowan, who 
was called up to fill in for LHP Gustavo Chacin 
(shoulder), tweaked his delivery at Class AAA. The 
change has helped him keep his off-speed pitches 
down. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 8—Jays on the D.L. in 
April, which tied Toronto’s 2006 total. The biggest 
loss was LHP B.J. Ryan, the closer. —Jordan Bastian 


TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS 


IF Brendan Harris has impressed Joe Maddon with his 
overall play, but Maddon is particularly enamored of 
Harris’ ability to work an at-bat. Harris, who’s 
pushing SS Ben Zobrist for playing time, is averaging 
3.96 pitches per plate appearance and has a .385 OBP. 
NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 28—Stolen bases by the 
Rays, most in the A.L. Coupled with their A.L.-most 
38 homers, the Rays are showing how athletic their 
lineup is. They have five “five-tool” talents—2B B.J. 
Upton, LF Carl Crawford, CF/DH Rocco Baldelli, 
RF Delmon Young and OF Elijah Dukes. —Bill Chastain 


40 . SPORTING NEWS . 5/14/07 


SS | s? Erik Bedard, Orioles & SP Dan Haren, 4s ® SP John Smoltz, Braves ® RP Billy Wagner, 


és 47 


the mid-90s. 


BALTIMORE ORIOLES 

LHP Brian Burres and RHP Jeremy Guthrie are the 
candidates to replace RHP Jaret Wright (shoulder) 
and LHP Adam Loewen (elbow) in the rotation. 
Burres throws a low-90s fastball, a good breaking ball 
and an average changeup. Guthrie’s heater reaches the 
mid-90s. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 90—Strikeouts by 
the relievers, most in the A.L. A shortage of swing-and- 
miss stuff contributed to the bullpen’s finishing 29th in 
relief ERA last season. Burres, LHPs John Parrish and 
Jamie Walker and RHP Chris Ray, the closer, average 
more than a strikeout per inning. —Spencer Fordin 


BOSTON RED SOX 


The team wants 2B Dustin Pedroia, 23, to keep his 
starting job, but IF Alex Cora is making that tough. 
Cora consistently has found a way to help the team 
win when he’s in the lineup; Pedroia, who entered the 
week hitting .242, hasn’t been able to get his swing in 
gear. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 1—Home run allowed 
by RHP Josh Beckett in his first six starts. Beckett has 
done an about-face after giving up 36 homers in 
2006. He is keeping his fastball down and on the cor- 
ners, and the rediscovery of his curve and changeup 
makes his upper-90s heater less hittable. —Ian Browne 


Baltimore a contender. 


The White Sox’s 
bullpen is loaded with 
fireballers whose heat 
hits the mid-90s. The 
Yankees’ bullpen is 
loaded with gopherballers 
whose ERAs approach 


@ So, how's that trade 
looking? After a slow 
start, Atlanta’s Mike 
Gonzalez has filled in 
admirably for the injured 
Bob Wickman. 
Meanwhile, Pittsburgh's 
Adam LaRoche is 


striking out at the same rate as a kid looking 
for a last-minute prom date. 


Talk about great 
comeback stories: 


back from drug addiction 


from two angioplasties. 


NEW YORK YANKEES 


RF Bobby Abreu has become a 
problem on offense. Abreu, who 
recently snapped a 4-for-35 
slump, has been striking out a lot 
and hitting into too many double 
plays. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 
98—Times manager Joe Torre 
went to his bullpen in the Yan- 
kees’ first 24 games, the most 
in the majors during that span. 
LHP Mike Myers and RHPs Luis 
Vizcaino, Scott Proctor and Brian 
Bruney all are challenging for the 
league lead in appearances. If the 
starters don’t pitch deeper into 
games, bullpen burnout will be 
an important issue by mid- 
summer. —Bryan Hoch 


NICK WASS / AP 


Cincinnati's Josh Hamilton is 


and suspensions, and San 
Diego's Doug Brocail is back 


Unfortunately, Eric Milton is 
still hopeless.—Chris Bahr 


CHICAGO WHITE SOX 


Manager Ozzie Guillen’s goal is to settle on one setup 
man for the seventh inning and one for the eighth, 
but for now he is more comfortable letting matchups 
dictate his decisions. Down the road, RHP Mike 
MacDougal and LHP Matt Thornton likely will get an 
inning each. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: .553—DH Jim 
Thome’s on-base percentage before going on the D.L. 
with a rib cage injury. In addition to getting on base 
often, Thome, a lefthanded hitter, balances a middle 
of the order that includes righthanded power hitters 
RF Jermaine Dye and 1B Paul Konerko. —Scott Merkin 


KANSAS CITY ROYALS 

The team plans to use recently called up OF Billy 
Butler at both corner outfield spots and even at first 
base because of 1B Ryan Shealy’s injury (hamstring). 
Butler is best suited for left field and his defense at 
first is a work in progress, but the team likes his bat 
(.337, six home runs, 23 RBIs in 25 games at Class 
AAA Omaha). NUMBER THAT COUNTS: .241—The 
Royals’ batting average with runners in scoring posi- 
tion. Only RF Mark Teahen, DH Mike Sweeney and 
1B/OF Ross Gload have been productive. The Royals 
lead the A.L. in runners left on base. —Jim Molony 


CLEVELAND INDIANS 

LHP Cliff Lee (abdominal strain) 
is off of the D.L. and has a new 
pitch—a slider that complements 
his fastball, cutter and curve. ... 
The team revamped the bullpen 
in the offseason, but holdovers 
RHPs Rafael Betancourt, Fer- 
nando Cabrera, Jason Davis and 
Tom Mastny are a big reason the 
relief corps has been successful. 
NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 103— 
Walks the team drew in 22 April 
games, sixth in the majors. The 
team batted .246—.232 with run- 
ners in scoring position—but, 
thanks to its patience at the plate, 
averaged 5.23 runs a game, fifth in 
the majors. —Anthony Castrovince 
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DETROIT TIGERS 

Marcus Thames has made surprising progress at first 
base. Ground balls remain tricky for him, but his 
powerful bat will help him get starts. He’s adept at 
taking throws and can maneuver around the bag, but 
he'll likely be replaced by Sean Casey or Carlos Guillen 
late in games. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 5—Stolen 
bases by DH Gary Sheffield, which led the team 
entering the week and matched his 2006 total. He was 
signed for his power but shows intelligence and 
aggressiveness on the basepaths, traits manager Jim 
Leyland wants to emphasize this season. —Jason Beck 


MINNESOTA TWINS 


With Joe Mauer (quadriceps) on the 15-day D.L., 
Mike Redmond has stepped in as the starting catcher. 
The team loses offense with Mauer out, but Red- 
mond has become a decent contact hitter and is solid 
on defense. Chris Heintz was recalled from Class AAA 
to be the backup. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 45—Infield 
hits by Twins batters entering the week, the most in 
the majors. Speed is a critical part of the team’s 
offense, and the Twins will have to rely on their ability 
to run out those infield hits to succeed because they 
rank last in the A.L. in home runs. —Kelly Thesier 
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_ The 2007 Complete Baseball Record Book is now 
available , 


Updated through the 2006 regular season and postseason 


Extensive coverage of the regular season, Division Series, League 
Championship Series, World Series and All-Star Game 


Game, season and career records in batting, pitching and fielding 
Team records for each American League and National League club 
Lists of yearly leaders and career milestones 


Compiled with assistance from members of SABR, the Society for 
American Baseball Research 


Eleven separate PDF files can be viewed, searched, downloaded, 
saved and printed. 


ited by Steve Gietschier , 


www.sportingnews.com/books/baseball/2007baseballrecordbook 


Compiled and Ed 


BASEBALL | 


THE CLOSER | 


Todd Jones 


Got a guy's back? Great, but 
someone may get you back 


Most of the time, a benches- 
clearing incident begins because a 
pitcher decides he wants to 
“announce his presence with 
authority,’ to steal a line from Bull 
Durham. This is followed by the 
other team’s pitcher, if he has a 
backbone, plunking a guy. 

Though childish, this mentality 
is very important in the clubhouse. 
Pitchers have to protect their hit- 
ters, and this is the best way to 
send this message: You hit our 
superstar, we'll hit yours. I never 
would condone this outside of the 
big leagues, so don’t hit a guy in a 
high school game and blame me. 

Last week, the Orioles’ hard- 
throwing righthander, Daniel 
Cabrera, decided to throw inside 
to Gary Sheffield. It’s well known 


have control inside. Well, Cabrera 
didn’t. He hit Sheff in the ribs, and 
our pitcher, Jeremy Bonderman, 
took offense. 

When the Orioles’ superstar 
came up to hit, our pitcher tried to 
send a message. After Bonderman 
completely missed Miguel Tejada, 
Tejada pointed his bat at Bon- 
derman. Tejada, obviously, got the 
message. 

The benches cleared, and there 
we went. I was in the bullpen, so 
naturally I was the last to reach the 
crowd, but from what I could see, 
Sheffield had cornered Cabrera 
behind the plate. Sheffield pro- 
ceeded to tell Cabrera that, 
although he understood that rib 
shot, the next one would result in 
Sheff’s rearranging Cabrera’s face. 

Then as soon as one of the 


@ 


him away from Sheff, Cabrera 
bowed up and started chirping at 
Sheff. At that point, I wish I could 
have paid the coach to release 
Cabrera so Sheff could have taught 
him a lesson. 

Sheffield, however, had other 
ideas. This was the cool part. 

Two innings later, Sheff came up 
to the plate and hit a home run 
that looked like it was shot out of a 
bazooka. Not only did Sheff stand 
and admire his work, he took his 
time strolling around the bases 


Cabrera sent a message—and he was taught a lesson in return. 


poi 


DUANE BURLESON / AP 


Jim 


even as Cabrera watched intently. 

The ultimate one-upmanship. 

Usually, you don’t want to see a 
hitter show up a pitcher, but if that 
hitter had earlier taken a ball in the 
ribs, he’s excused. 

The moral of the story: If you 
want to send a message to the 
Tigers, stay away from Sheffield 
and his midsection. Not only do 
you risk waking a sleeping giant, 
you'll see yourself on SportsCenter 
for the next week as an example of 
how not to handle a situation. 


Got a question only a player can answer? Ask the one major leaguer who writes a 


that to get Sheff out, you have to 
pitch him inside. But you need to 


weekly column in a national sports magazine. E-mail Tigers reliever Todd Jones at 


asktodd @ sportingnews.com, then look for his answer at sportingnews.com. 
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LOS ANGELES ANGELS OAKLAND ATHLETICS 


With OF Garret Anderson (hip) out, Reggie Willits has performed beyond _ Nick Swisher, who is coming off a hamstring injury, was the immediate 
expectations. He’s a disciplined hitter and aggressive baserunner,acom- _ fill-in for DH Mike Piazza after he suffered a shoulder injury that will 
bination that plays well in the Angels’ lineup. Willits is also solid at all the keep him out at least a month. Jack Cust, acquired in a trade with the 
outfield spots. ... Erick Aybar has taken advantage of his opportunity with —_ Padres, could be the long-term answer after Swisher returns to the outfield. 


coaches grabbed Cabrera to lead 


2B Howie Kendrick (hand) sidelined. Aybar has superior 
range and instincts and has been productive with runners 
in scoring position. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 8—Homers 
the Angels have hit on the road, tied for 26th in the majors. 
Three came from RF Vladimir Guerrero. —Lyle Spencer 


SEATTLE MARINERS 


RHP Jeff Weaver temporarily saved his spot in the 
rotation with a decent start against the Yankees last week, 
but giving him more starts is a big gamble. Weaver’s 
inability to work deep into games consistently (17 innings 


Weaver 


The lefthanded-hitting Cust has good power but strikes 
out a lot. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 15—RBIs by 3B Eric 
Chavez at the start of the week, one fewer than light-hitting 
2B Mark Ellis. Chavez must pick up his offense in a big 
way for the A’s to stay afloat in the West. —Mychael Urban 


TEXAS RANGERS 


Manager Ron Washington tried to get the offense going by 
moving SS Michael Young, 1B Mark Teixeira, DH Sammy 
Sosa and 3B Hank Blalock up one spot each in the order 
to places where they have been at their best historically. 


JULIE JACOBSON / AP 


pitched in his first five starts) has strained the bullpen. 
NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 27—First-inning runs allowed by the Mariners 
in their first 25 games. Seattle scored just nine. Though the M’s don’t 
quit—they ve outscored opponents in innings 7-9—playing from behind 
all the time will affect the club over the long haul. —Jim Street 


NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 27.2—Percent of first pitches 
Rangers hitters swing at, third-most in the A.L. Combined with a lot of 
swinging strikes and a low number of balls put in play, it’s clear this is an 
aggressive, free-swinging team that is hurt by impatience. That’s why 
Texas is 13th in the A.L. in on-base percentage. —T.R. Sullivan 


4B Dan Johnson, A's ° 2B Mark Loretta, Astros © 3B Pedro Feliz, Giants ® SS Troy Tulowitzki, Rockies ® OF Luis Gonzalez, Dodgers @ OF Geoff Jenkins, Brewers @ 
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1: Jon Lieber, Phillies. With a 

1.45 ERA in his first three starts—and 

L Myers assuming the closer role 
from Tom Gordon (shoulder)—Lieber has 
gone from extra starter to extra-special, 
from expendable to dependable. He has 


cemented his spot in the rotation. 


RHP Brad Penny, Dodgers. 
The club’s best starter has not been 
the one with a new $47 million 


contract—he has an ailing right arm and a 
7.36 ERA. It has been Penny, who was 


thought to be on the block after the 


Dodgers overpaid for Jason Schmidt. 


1B Todd Helton, Rockies. 
Continued production like this—.386 


Players who are off 
the block (for now) 


average, .523 on-base percentage—will make paying his megacontract 


easier for the Rockies to bear. 


game's top eighth-inning pitchers is a huge reason the Padres again have 


4s Scott Linebrink, Padres. The decision to resist trading one of the 


one of the league's top bullpens. 


RHP Armando Benitez, Giants. He stopped all the boos, not to men- 
tion rumors he would be traded to the Marlins, by getting his fastball 
back into the high 90s. But should the Giants move him before his surgi- 


cally repaired knee gives out? —S.M. 


Keep an eye on... 


Before he was sent to the 
minors last week, Shin-Soo Choo 
had given the Indians more 
reason to believe he eventually 
can be an everyday outfielder. 
Choo’s defense in left field has 
drastically improved; he already 
was a solid right fielder. The 
lefthanded-hitting Choo still 
needs to prove he can hit left- 
handers consistently. ... The 
Cardinals like RHP Dennis 
Dove, who was with the club 
briefly last week. He has a 
powerful arm, but he needs reg- 
ular work, which he'll get at 
Class AAA Memphis. Dove 
must refine his off-speed stuff 
to go with his plus fastball. ... 
Dodgers RHP Chin-hui Tsao is 


Tsao’s fastball returned as soon as 
his health did. 


healthy after years of elbow and shoulder problems and again is throwing 
in the mid-90s. The Dodgers signed Tsao, who has been promoted to 
seventh-inning relief work, as a free agent in the offseason after the Rockies 


decided not to offer him a contract. ... 


Rockies rookie RHP Alberto Arias 


has a chance to be successful at Coors Field. He has a sinking fastball, an 
above-average changeup and a curveball he can throw effectively at high 


altitude. —MLB.com correspondents 


JOHN BAZEMORE / AP 


FRANCIS SPECKER / AP 


ATLANTA BRAVES 

With RHP Bob Wickman (back) 
on the D.L., RHP Rafael Soriano 
and LHP Mike Gonzalez will 
share the closer role on a situa- 
tional basis. For example, if a 
club’s top lefthanded hitters are 
due up in the eighth, Gonzalez 
will set up and Soriano will close. 
NUMBER THAT COUNTS: .298— 
The Braves’ batting average with 
two outs, which leads the 
majors. Though the team still 
has some free swingers, most 
have proved clutch this year— 
especially SS Edgar Renteria, 
who is hitting .485 with two 
outs. —Mark Bowman 


NEW YORK METS 


The Mets’ depth is being tested. 
The absence of 2B Jose Valentin 
(knee) has put Damion Easley in 
the lineup and Ruben Gotay in 
the majors. Neither is as strong 
at the plate as Valentin. And 
the absence of RHP Orlando 
Hernandez (shoulder) suggests 
the team will need to add a 
starting pitcher or two this 
summer. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 
48—Runs produced (runs and 
RBIs minus homers) by SS Jose 
Reyes in the Mets’ first 30 
games. Reyes leads the National 
League in that category and is 
hitting .351. —Marty Noble 


Guzman 


B 


moves from short to second. Belliard has played well, but Acta expects 
big things from Guzman. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: .061—The batting 
average of the club’s pinch hitters, to go with one RBI. —Bill Ladson 


JULIE JACOBSON / AP 


N.L. EAST ‘ea 


FLORIDA MARLINS 


RHP Anibal Sanchez was 
optioned to Class AAA after 
struggling to close out innings. 
Sanchez had trouble with the 
command of his fastball and 
relied too heavily on off-speed 
pitches. RHP Wes Obermueller, 
who pitched well in his first 
three appearances this season, 
took over Sanchez’s spot in the 
rotation. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 
1.64—The pitching  staff’s 
WHIP, which ranks among the 
worst in the majors. The staff 
needs to do a better job of get- 
ting ahead in counts to lower 
that number. —Joe Frisaro 


PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES 
RHP Brett Myers, who will close 
while RHP Tom Gordon 
(shoulder) is out, has a dan- 
gerous fastball-curyeball combi- 
nation. Manager Charlie Manuel 
also can count on RHP Geoff 
Geary late in games. Geary excels 
at getting strikeouts in tough sit- 
uations. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 
.381—SS Jimmy Rollins’ on-base 
percentage while batting leadoff, 
fifth in the N.L. A switch hitter, 
Rollins has figured out the deli- 
cate balance between being 
aggressive and working pitchers. 
His nine homers lead all leadoff 
hitters. —Ken Mandel 


WASHINGTON NATIONALS 


Desperate for runs, manager Manny 
Acta is moving CF Ryan Church from 
the sixth spot to cleanup and 
1B Dmitri Young from No. 4 to No. 6. 
The team has gotten nothing from 
the cleanup spot. It hopes Church 
will do a better job than Young did 
protecting 3B Ryan Zimmerman. ... 
With SS Cristian Guzman (ham- 
string) back, 2B Ronnie Belliard 
heads to the bench and Felipe Lopez 


OF Willy Taveras, Rockies & SP Matt Monis, Giants ® SP Jeremy Sowers, Indians & SP Nate Robertson, Tigers @ RP Henry Owens, Marins STUIMIBLERS C Kenji Johjima, Mariners ® 


5/14/07 . SPORTING NEWS . 43 


BASEBALL 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME 


Astros LF Carlos Lee is working on shortening his 
swing after an unproductive April. Lee says he got away 
from his game—being aggressive at the plate from the 
very first pitch—and was needlessly trying to work the 
count. ... The Marlins’ new closer, RHP Henry Owens, 
is being encouraged to trust his stuff and to not try so 
hard to blow away hitters. The team wants him to take 
something off his mid-90s fastball and to induce more 
ground balls. ... Twins RHP Boof Bonser is trying to 
keep the ball in the park this season after giving up 
18 homers in 18 starts last year, but he’s being too fine 
with his pitches. As a result, he isn’t throwing strikes 
and is averaging 5.7 walks per nine innings. The 


coaches want Bonser to relax and not focus so much on his mechanics. ... 
Teams were getting Diamondbacks SS Stephen Drew out early in the season 
by pitching him away. Drew noticed, and he has been working to lay off 
outside pitches. ... Devil Rays LHP Casey Fossum is throwing a sinker to 
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Oh, Henry? Throw it 
to the catcher, not 
through the catcher. 


get ground balls early in 
at-bats, keep his pitch 
count low and work 
deeper into games. ... 
Giants LF Barry Bonds is 
being pitched around 
more frequently as his 
homers total rises and 
the player hitting behind 
him—2B Ray Durham— 
continues to be only ade- 
quate at the plate. ... 
Cubs RHP Rocky Cherry 
hasn’t been comfortable 


with the grip on his two-seam fastball since undergoing surgery on the 
middle finger of his pitching hand last summer, so he’s throwing only his 
four-seamer. Cherry will work on the two-seamer in upcoming side 
sessions. —MLB.com correspondents 


NUL. GENTRAL SSS 


CHICAGO CUBS 


1B Derrek Lee has erased any doubts about the 
health of his right wrist, which ruined his 2006 
season. Lee is hitting at least as well as he did when 
he won the N.L. batting title in 2005 with a .335 
average. He had 14 doubles combined in April and 
May 2005. This year, he had 14 doubles—and a .392 
batting average—in April. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 
0-7—The Cubs relievers’ record in April. The 
bullpen did not record its first victory until May 1. 
The rotation made quality starts, but the relievers— 
especially RHP Bob Howry 
and LHP Scott Eyre— 
failed to provide adequate 
support. —Carrie Muskat 


MILWAUKEE BREWERS 


LHP Chris Capuano has 
developed into a solid 
starter, but hitters get better 2 
against him the longer he ~ 
pitches. In his five-year major league career, oppo- 
nents have a .311 on-base percentage the first time 
through the lineup against Capuano. After that, the 
OBP increases to .326 (second time), .338 (third) 
and .361 (fourth). NUMBER THAT COUNTS: .630— 
The team’s OPS from its third basemen entering the 
week, which ranked 21st in the majors. Still, the 
Brewers will not call up Ryan Braun and will stick with 
Craig Counsell and Tony Graffanino because of their 
defense and versatility in the field. —Adam McCalvy 
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CINCINNATI REDS 


The Reds called up Brad Salmon because 
they lacked hard-throwing righthanded 
relievers. Salmon, 27, throws in the mid-90s 
consistently and could become a late- 
inning option. ... C David Ross remains a 
work in progress at the plate, but hitting 
coach Brook Jacoby says Ross, 30, is learning 
to be more selective and to not chase 
pitches. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 11—Runs 
scored by the Reds in RHP Bronson Arroyo’s 
first five starts of the season. The club was 
0-5—and Arroyo was 0-2—in those games 
even though Arroyo recorded four quality 
starts. —Mark Sheldon 


PITTSBURGH PIRATES 


Jose Bautista won the third base job in 
spring training because of his bat, but the 
team has been pleased with his glove. In his 
first 104 chances, he had no errors. His 
offense, meanwhile, has lagged—he began 
the week with just two homers and nine 
RBIs. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: .202—The 
combined batting average of the Nos. 2 
through 5 hitters—SS Jack Wilson, 2B Freddy 
Sanchez, LF Jason Bay and 1B Adam 
LaRoche—with runners in scoring position. 
Not only do the Bucs have the majors’ worst 
on-base percentage, they can’t drive guys in 
when they do get on. —Jim Molony 


HOUSTON ASTROS 


Mark Loretta and Mike Lamb may play 
more often at third base because Morgan 
Ensberg’s production has dropped since he 
twisted his ankle in late April. ... RHP Roy 
Oswalt has been watching tape from 2004 
and ’05, when his command was better, in 
an effort to become more efficient and pitch 
deeper into games. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 
.723—The team’s on-base plus slugging 
percentage entering the week, which was in 
the bottom half of the league. 1B Lance 
Berkman and LF Carlos Lee led the Astros 
but had just seven home runs combined 
through the first 30 games. —Alyson Footer 


ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 


Ryan Ludwick is the fourth Cardinal to start 
in right field in place of Juan Encarnacion 
(wrist). The club wants production at the 
plate from Ludwick, who was recalled 
Sunday when Preston Wilson (knee) went 
on the D.L. Wilson, Scott Spiezio and Skip 
Schumaker were batting .212 with an N.L.- 
worst five RBIs combined as right fielders. 
NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 58—Extra-base 
hits by the Cards entering the week, by far 
the fewest in the majors. The next closest 
team, the White Sox, had nine more. Even 
when the team gets hits and gets on base, it 
doesn’t hit for power. —Matthew Leach 


1B Rich Aurilia, Giants ® 2B Jose Lopez, Mariners © 3B Brandon Inge, Tigers © SS Jhonny Peralta, Indians ® OF Mike Cameron, Padres ® OF J.D. Drew, Red Sox ® 


ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS 


CF Chris Young has good power and showed last week 
he can bunt for a hit, which just adds another weapon 
to his arsenal. ... Regardless of the count, RHP Livan 
Hernandez works the corners and doesn’t give the 
hitter anything in the middle of the plate. He doesn’t 
dominate games, but he keeps the team in them. 
NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 19874—Innings pitched by 
the starters, tops in the N.L, entering the week. The 
additions of LHPs Randy Johnson and Doug Davis to 
the rotation have created more defined bullpen roles, 
so they have helped that unit, too. —Steve Gilbert 


SAN DIEGO PADRES 


The team will stick with 3B Kevin Kouzmanoff, who 
was acquired in the offseason mainly for his bat, 
despite his early-season struggles. The team saw 
enough good things in spring training to be patient. 
Kouzmanoff, who has been working with hitting 
coach Merv Rettenmund, has been hitting the ball 
more squarely recently. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 7— 
1-run losses in the team’s first 14 defeats. The pitching 
is solid, but the offense—especially at home—is strug- 
gling. Entering the week, the team had scored 55 runs 
at home and 81 on the road. —Corey Brock 


Tulowitzki 
COLORADO ROCKIES 


Rookie SS Troy Tulowitzki has 
made strides in the No. 2 spot, 
where he is hitting .325 with two 
home runs. With speedy CF Willy 
Taveras, the leadoff hitter, getting 
on base and the heart of the order 
behind him, Tulowitzki is seeing a 
lot more fastballs this season. 
NUMBER THAT COUNTS: .261— 
The team’s batting average in 
April. It was the lowest for a full 
month in club history, and it 
included a .242 mark in 13 road 
games. With 14 of the first 24 
May games on the road, the team 
must be patient and find some 
clutch hitting away from Coors 
Field. —Thomas Harding 
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LOS ANGELES DODGERS 


The Dodgers recalled top prospect Andy LaRoche to 
replace April bust Wilson Betemit at third base. 
LaRoche, 23, was struggling at the plate at Class AAA 
before being called up but has hit for average and 
power throughout his minor league career. Betemit, 
26, will serve as a pinch hitter and infield reserve. 
NUMBER THAT COUNTS: .057—L.A’s batting average 
(2-for-35) with the bases loaded. This has contributed 
to the team’s problems scoring runs and has put pres- 
sure on the pitchers. C Russell Martin (grand slam) 
and 1B Olmedo Saenz have the hits. —Ken Gurnick 


SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS 


The Giants called up RHP Tim Lincecum, their top 
pitching prospect, to fill in for RHP Russ Ortiz 
(elbow). Ortiz has pitched better than his 6.44 ERA 
indicates, but if Lincecum thrives, it will be tough to 
send him back to Class AAA. NUMBER THAT COUNTS: 
3.74—The bullpen’s ERA at the start of the week. 
That may not seem great, but it’s an improvement 
over the relievers’ 4.73 ERA in 2006. Manager Bruce 
Bochy’s approach of giving every reliever a chance to 
pitch in clutch situations and work out of trouble has 
helped a relatively young group develop. —Chris Haft 
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Things you should know about ... Salomon Torres 


Pirates closer and baseball businessman 
Salomon Torres, 35, has enjoyed an unusual big 
league career. In his first five seasons, he was 
mostly a starter. He then took a four-year break 
from major league baseball. He returned to the 
bigs in 2002 and has since become a workhorse 
reliever. In the offseason, he spends time at two 
baseball academies he owns in his native 
Dominican Republic. 

He has pitched in more games—270—than 
anyone since the start of the 2004 season. 
“The most important thing is being prepared 
mentally,” he says. “There are days where you're 
dragging out there and you have to convince 
yourself physically that youre OK. Once you're 
past that, you think you can go for one inning 
even if you've been on the mound the past three 
or four days.” 

He’s an advocate of long toss. “Every day. 
Helps keep the arm loose and create endurance. 
That enables me physically to go out there and 
have the fastball I need.” 

He took over the Pirates’ closer job when 
Mike Gonzalez was traded last January. “I look 
at it as another opportunity. I’ve done it all: 


starter, reliever, long reliever, setup 
and now full-time closer. Closing has 
been the final destination. The main 
difference is you have a little more 
margin for error when you're pitching 
in the eighth.” 

He doesn’t plan to make up for his 
break by pitching four more years. 
“To me, life is not only baseball. I love 
this game, and I try to be good at it, 
but there are other aspects of life as far 
as family and other things. I would 
like to be director of one of my acade- 
mies and start giving back to the 
game. My contract runs out next year, 
and I think after that, 'm gone.” 

He opened his first academy in 
2005. “My main reason was a desire to improve 
baseball in the Dominican. At the time I first 
started thinking about it, I was a coach in the 
Dominican making $1,300 a month. I visited 
some academies and hoped that one day I could 
have something like that. When the opportunity 
came after I was making a little more money, it 
made sense for me to invest in something I 


Torres hopes to gain more important saves with his 
academies and mentoring work in the Dominican. 


know will work. The academies, which Texas 
and Atlanta rent from me, do make a profit. It’s 
working out really, really well. Next year I will 
start the next one, if not sooner.” 

He does more than own the facilities. “In the 
offseason when I am in the Dominican, I work 
with 30 little kids every afternoon. I have a pas- 
sion to help them.” —S.M. 
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OF ton Dunn, Reds ° SP Chuck etsy 5en33 ° SP Wandy Rodriguez, Astros ° SP Boof Bonser, mie ° RP Jason cee Cardinals ° RP Ryan Dempster, Cubs 
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The Warriors were building for the future, but it’s clear 
their time is now By Sean Deveney 


t was just over a month ago that coach 
Don Nelson was sitting at the front of the 
Warriors’ team bus on his way to the 
Madison Hotel in downtown Memphis. 
He was discussing his team, which, at the 
time, looked like a long shot to make the 
postseason. No big deal. “We have some 
young guys who are the future of this franchise,” 
Nelson said, speaking about breakthrough 21- 
year-olds Monta Ellis and Andris Biedrins. 
“Whether we get to the playoffs or not, just 
having them in meaningful games is going to 
pay off. And that’s what this is all about, building 
for the future.” 


This wasn’t Nelson engaging in high-stakes 


gamesmanship, as he did later during the War- 
riors’ first-round series against the top-seeded 
Mavericks when he employed an aw-shucks, 


just-happy-to-be-here approach to take pressure 
off his players. No, this was Nelson just kicking 
back in a one-on-one conversation, being 
honest and realistic about his expectations for 
his team. Playing well late in the season was nice, 
but for the Warriors, it was all about the long 
term. 

Jump forward to last week and Golden State’s 
long term no longer seemed to matter so much. 
Nelson’s team became the first No. 8 seed to win 
a best-of-seven series against a No. 1 when it 
knocked off the Mavericks. In the Oracle Arena 
locker room after the decisive Game 6, the 
players lured Nelson into the team’s victory 
dance, a ritual Nelson described as a lot of 
bouncing and dancing around, with some yelling 
at the end. “I’m in the middle of this stupid 
thing, and I wrenched my back,” Nelson told 


Teammates and soul mates 


Stephen Jackson met Baron Davis in 1995 at a high school Nike camp in 
Indianapolis. Jackson was 17, a shooting guard from Texas, and Davis was a 
16-year-old point guard from Southern California. They hit it off and remained 
tight over the next 12 years, even as fate sent them in wildly different 
directions. Jackson became a hoops migrant, pol from the CBA to the 


Venezuelan league to a handful of 
fruitless NBA training camp stints 
before finally getting a chance with 
the Nets in 2000. Davis was 
basketball royalty who starred at 
UCLA before becoming the No. 3 pick 
in 1999. 

“He had a bumpier road)’ Davis 
says. “But at the same time, we relate 
to each other because we have the 
same soul’ 

Those similar souls brought on 
somewhat similar problems at the 
NBA level. Jackson wore out welcomes 
in New Jersey, San Antonio and Atlanta 
before landing in Indiana. There, he 
was part of the infamous Detroit brawl 
and was arrested for firing a gun 
outside a strip club last October. He 
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reporters. “They bumped me around in there.” 

Well, such is life when you've got the most fas- 
cinating team in the NBA playoffs, one that has 
simultaneously forsaken its focus on the future 
and obliterated its pathetic past. The Warriors 
entered the season with no playoff appearances 
and a winning percentage of .349 over the pre- 
ceding 12 seasons. Heck with that 17-win season 
in 2001. Heck with 2009, or 2012, or some other 
down-the-line date. The Warriors are a now 
bunch, the ultimate team of the moment, one 
that, despite just 42 regular-season wins, sud- 
denly seems to be able to accomplish anything. 

“We still have a lot of work to do,” swingman 
Stephen Jackson says. “We’re not out there 
looking for respect. We just want to continue to 
play basketball. We’re just going to the second 
round, baby.” 

There’s no reason to think this team can’t 
keep playing for ... well, who knows for how 


finally was traded to the Warriors in January. Davis had troubles, too. He drew 
criticism while he was with the Hornets for persistent injuries and poor 
conditioning. In 2005, Davis essentially quit on the team and forced a trade to 
Golden State for the unsubstantial package of Speedy Claxton and Dale Davis. 
Now, their rocky histories behind them, Jackson and Davis are the toast of 


the league, the primary reasons the 
Warriors toppled the top-seeded 
Mavericks. Davis averaged 25.0 points 
on 54.0 percent shooting in the first 
round. Jackson averaged 22.8 points, 
played great defense on Mavs star Dirk 
Nowitzki and, when Davis was hobbled 
by a sore hamstring in Game 6, took 
over and scored 33 points. 

That performance had Davis gushing: 
“He’s an amazing player, an amazing 
teammate and an amazing friend” 

Indeed, the kind of emotional bond 
the two share is rare in pro sports. “We 
just try to be each other's backbone 
and support each other,’ Jackson says. 
“He supported me through everything. 
I'd give him my life. I'd die for him out 
there on the court” —S.D. 


BEN MARGOT / AP 


Jason Richardson 
and the Warriors 
have elevated their 
game to a level no 
one—even their 
coach—could have 
predicted. 


long? Here in the conference semis, the Warriors 
are battling a Utah team that is worn down after 
a grueling seven-game series against Houston. 
Golden State is posing the same kinds of prob- 
lems for the Jazz it did for Dallas by attacking 
big guys Mehmet Okur and Carlos Boozer with 
smaller, more versatile players. Consider that, in 

Game 6 of the first 
‘There’s no way round, Nelson kept 
SE his shooting guard, 
to plan for them the 6-8 Jackson, on 
shee Mavs 7-footer Dirk 
because there’s Nowitzki. Or that his 


ee power forward was 


no way of telling — \ratt Barnes, who, at 


a 6-7, 225, is built like a 
what they're Paris runway model. 


going to do.’ Nelson leans on a 
quick, crafty eight- 


man rotation that he 
deploys according to his hunches—he used 
three different starting lineups in the six first- 
round games. 

“There’s no way to plan for them because 
there’s no way of telling what they’re going to 
do,” says one Western Conference assistant. “You 
should be able to attack their defense because 
they're undersized, but it’s harder than it looks. 
They get their hands on everything—they create 
deflections and steals, and then they’re going the 
other way on the fast break.” 

Defensive vulnerabilities won’t matter as long 
as the Warriors put in shots as they have over 
the past six weeks. Back on that bus in Mem- 
phis, Nelson was just then getting an inkling of 
how potent his offense could be. The Warriors 
had just put up 116 points against the Grizzlies 
in the middle of a season-closing stretch in 
which they went 9-1, averaged 117.4 points and 
shot 48.5 percent. Averaging 105.2 points on 
46.4 percent shooting against Dallas, then, was a 
bit of a step backward. 

“If they shoot the ball the way they did 
against us, they're capable (of winning in the 
second round),” Dallas coach Avery Johnson 
says. “They’re a hot team right now. They can 
put you in a bind with their small lineups. They 
really like to attack your 4s and 5s.” 

If the Warriors stay hot, Jackson will get his 
wish. They'll continue to play, through the 
second round, baby, into the conference finals 
and—at the risk of getting absurdly far into the 
future for a team focused on the present— 
maybe all the way to The Finals. 

The Warriors figure to be an excellent team in 
the future, but the more they win, the more 
Nelson can bask in the present. If he survives the 
victory dances, at least. “They forget I’m 66 years 
old,” Nelson said. “My goodness. Give the coach 
a break.” SN 
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Cries for change are getting louder in Dallas 


It was relatively quiet in Dallas the past three 
summers. There were no pushes for overpaid, 
big-name malcontents, no trigger-happy moves. 
The Mavericks’ owner, fiery billionaire Mark 
Cuban, stopped acting like a fiery billionaire and 
instead made prudent basketball decisions. He 
declined to overpay for point guard Steve Nash 
(OK, that didn’t work out so well) and refused 
to make wild bids for center Shaquille O’Neal or 
guard Allen Iverson. Cuban seemed to take 
pleasure in finding bargains such as DeSagana 
Diop, Devean George and Greg Buckner. 

This summer? “I don’t think Mark is going to 
be content,” says one league executive. “He could 
blow it up. They’ve got to do something now.” 

After the team’s shocking first-round loss to 
Golden State, that’s a refrain Cuban can expect 
to hear frequently from Mavs fans. In fact, as the 
Mavs’ biggest fan, Cuban most likely is making 
that do-something-now demand of himself. So, 
what’s he—and Dallas fans like him—saying? 
And what should be his response? 

‘ Dirk!’ 

In the moments after the Mavericks were eli- 
mated in the first round, Dirk Nowitzki summed 
up the team’s biggest problem: “It would have 
helped if we had a low-post presence.” 

Uh, that’s your job, Dirk. But no matter how 
much Nowitzki has moved off the 3-point line, 
no matter how focused he is on playing inside, 
that’s not his game. As long as teams get away 


LF le i.) 
Cuban might not want to face it, but there’s 
no getting away from his team’s collapse. 
with playing small forwards on Nowitzki, the 
Mavericks will have trouble in the playoffs. 

Trading Nowitzki won't solve the Mavs’ prob- 
lems. It would leave too big an offensive void. 
Rather, they need a better low-post scorer next 
to him. The ideal is Indiana’s Jermaine O’Neal, 
who will be on the trading block. Sounds good, 
but here’s the tough part: Dallas may need to 
include All-Star small forward Josh Howard in 
any such deal. 


MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 


; Avery!’ 

Come on. Johnson was outcoached by the 
Warriors’ Don Nelson, but he did a terrific job 
in last year’s postseason and is 143-39 in two- 
plus regular seasons. Nineteen teams lost more 
than 39 games this season. Johnson has trans- 
formed this into a defense-minded team, some- 
thing few thought could be done. 

5 Jet!’ 

Thumbs-up here. If the Mavericks can find a 
way to move guard Jason Terry, they should. The 
problem is, Terry signed a six-year, $57 million 
contract last summer and teams won't be stum- 
bling all over themselves to take on that payroll hit. 

Terry is a terrific streak shooter, but when his 
shots are not falling, he adds nothing. He is not 
a playmaker and doesn’t do much to get Now- 
itzki the ball in his sweet spots. Dallas needs a 
point guard—neither Terry nor Devin Harris is 
the answer—who can be Dirk’s setup man (you 
know, someone like Nash). 


‘Sign somebody!’ 

The Mavericks should do what it takes to 
bring back free-agent swingman Jerry Stack- 
house, one of the best sixth men in the league. 
Beyond that, a pass-first point guard should be 
the focus, but the team is over the cap and will 
have limited money available to sign someone. A 
veteran such as Brevin Knight would be a good 
fit. —Sean Deveney 


MARK DUNCAN / AP 


Don’t be swayed by the Cavs’ playoff run: 
This Larry is no legend. 


This figures to be a long 
playoff run in Cleveland— 
after sweeping a Wizards 
team eviscerated by injuries in 
the first round, the Cavs are 
facing the sixth-seeded Nets 
in the second—but it'll be 


more money out of his next 
contract, but the truth might 
have been closer to this: Wade 
could see that his team might 
well be awful by 2010. > It’s 
difficult to call Denver's 
December acquisition of 
SG Allen Iverson a success 


fool’s gold for a club that has 
yet to put a meaningful piece 
alongside SF LeBron James. SG Larry Hughes, 28, 
and C Zydrunas Ilgauskas, 31, have been 
trending downward for more than two years, 
and PF Drew Gooden can be called sporadic only 
when he’s playing well. The Cavs will have to be 
careful not to overvalue those players’ post- 
season contributions against inferior com- 
petition. > The motives behind Heat SG Dwyane 
Wade’s contract extension last summer seem 
much clearer now. Wade went the way of James 
and agreed to a three-year extension through 
2009-10, with a player option for the fourth 
year. Some claimed Wade signed for only three 
years because that would allow him to squeeze 


when the team failed to make 
it out of the first round of the playoffs for the 
fourth straight season, but expect the Nuggets to 
fare better after they've had an offseason to put 
the right pieces around Iverson and SF Carmelo 
Anthony. “Allen Iverson, for all the things some 
people don’t like about him, when he steps on 
the court, he’s all about winning and playing 
hard,” says an Eastern Conference scout. “I think 
he has brought that mentality to the Nuggets.” 
What’s more, his leaving the 76ers freshened up 
a stale situation in Philadelphia. “It was a great 
trade for both teams,” the scout says. “Andre 
Iguodala needed that freedom, and now he’s 
Philly’s go-to guy.” 
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Jeff Gordon has passed Dale Earnhardt on the wins list, but he'll never 
completely put the Intimidator in his rearview mirror. 


Sixth place is the 
new first place 


By Kenny Bruce 


ccording to the Chinese calendar, 2007 
is the year of the pig. According to the 
NASCAR calendar, it’s the year of the 
24—the No. 24 of Hendrick Motor- 
sports driver Jeff Gordon. 

He may or may not win the most races this 
year. He may or may not win the Chase for the 
NASCAR Nextel Cup. But neither of those 
things matters. Because when folks who follow 
the sport look back at 2007, they will remember 
it as the year Gordon eclipsed Dale Earnhardt 
in career wins. 

Gordon fans hailed it as a milestone moment 
when the 35-year-old snared his 77th career 
win and took over sixth place on the series’ all- 
time wins list. That the feat came barely a week 
after Gordon had tied Earnhardt with his 76th 
career win and that it came at Talladega Super- 
speedway, where Earnhardt ruled with 
authority, made it that much sweeter. 

Earnhardt fans, though, point to their hero’s 
seven Cup titles, as if to say, “Big deal. Get back 
with us when you've got something relevant to 
crow about.” Indeed, Gordon’s title haul rests at 


four, a number 
that has remained 
unchanged since 
2001. 

The oddity in all 
of this is that 
Gordon’s charge to 
equal, and eventu- SSS 
ally pass, Earn- 
hardt’s wins total 
was treated as 
though Gordon 
were closing in on 
one of the most 
hallowed records 
in the sport. In 
reality, the move 
only put him a bit closer to the top five. He still 
has Richard Petty (200 wins), David Pearson 
(105), Bobby Allison and Darrell Waltrip (84 
each) and Cale Yarborough (83) ahead of him. 

But that is how white-hot the war between 
Gordon and Earnhardt continues to rage some 
six years after Earnhardt’s death. Those other 
drivers who won more races are not forgotten, 
but they are politely ignored. The battle lines 
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Only five Cup drivers have celebrated a 
victory more often than Gordon. 


that were drawn in the early 1990s, when 
Gordon began his meteoric rise and 
Earnhardt’s menacing black No. 3 reigned 
supreme, are just as clear today as they were 
more than a decade ago. 

Think about it. No 
other change on the career 
wins list has generated as 
much attention, or as 
much angst, as Gordon’s 
move past Earnhardt. And 
it’s likely that if Gordon 
passes Yarborough and 
Waltrip and Allison—feats 
that certainly are within 
his reach—no such furor 
will arise. 

This is all because the 
two competed side-by-side 
for eight years, and that 
cemented a rivalry between 
their fans. Allison, Pearson 
and Yarborough had 
departed before Gordon’s 
arrival. Petty exited the 
stage just as the youngster 
showed up. And though 
Waltrip, a force before 
anyone had heard of 
Gordon, didn’t depart until after the 2000 
season, he had ceased winning races years earlier. 

Since recording his first win—at Lowe’s 
Motor Speedway in 1994—Gordon really has 
battled only one man. As strange as it may 
seem, it’s a battle that continues even today. SN 
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Kenny Bruce is an assistant managing editor at 
NASCAR Scene. Read more from Bruce at 


scenedaily.com. 
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Montreal Canadiens owner 
George N. Gillett is close to a 
partnership arrangement with 
Evernham Motorsports. Gillett, 
who also is the owner of the 
Liverpool soccer team in the 
English Premier League, would 
be the second major sports team 
owner to join NASCAR this 
season, following Red Sox 
owner John Henry’s buy-in to 
what is now Roush Fenway 


Racing. Evernham fields the No. 9 Dodge driven by Kasey Kahne, the 


of Tomorrow events. 


Safety harnesses are again a hot topic. NASCAR 


Stewart has led a ton 
of laps this year, but 
he has not yet led the 
last one in a race. 
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No. 19 Dodge of Elliott Sadler and the No. 10 Dodge of Scott Riggs. All 
three are struggling; Sadler, 16th, ranks highest in the points standings. 
> In the age-old debate of “is it the car or the driver?” last weekend’s 
results pointed to the car. Neither Jimmie Johnson nor Jeff Gordon had 
had results at Richmond worth talking about. Gordon, in fact, had been 
embarrassingly bad there lately. Enter the Car of Tomorrow. Gordon 
won the pole, led the most laps and finished fourth. Johnson won the 
race. The win was Johnson’s fourth of the season. Hendrick Motor- 
sports has won seven of the 10 races this season, including all four Car 


mandates drivers use HANS devices, but the ones worn by Kyle Busch 
and Casey Mears cracked in accidents at Talladega. “It concerns me 
without a doubt,” says Jeff Burton, a leader among drivers on safety 
issues. “We need to know we can depend on all of our safety devices.” 
Tony Stewart and Denny Hamlin of Joe Gibbs Racing are both due for a 
win. Stewart has led laps in all but two races, and Hamlin, who finished 
third at Richmond, has been bad-lucked out of several chances to win. 
Both drivers have been strong at the COT races, and there’s another one 
this weekend at Darlington. 


fs /P/e/e 0, reads 


Fantasy experts Vinnie lyer and Roger 
Kuznia pick Nextel Cup race winners. 


Talladega has banned 14 fans for throwing debris onto the 
track. So far, there has been no backlash—who's going to 
defend beer throwers? But as soon as Talladega bans keg- 


stands, look out. 


Let's hope Darlington doesn’t lose its personality when it is 
repaved after Saturday’s race. There’s no place like it; the track 
eats tires in one lap and leaves drivers feeling as if they were 


driving on ice. 


The job with the least security in NASCAR? Crew chief for Dale 
Jarrett. This time Matt Borland got the ax. That's 11 guys atop the 
box in five years, and the results have remained uniformly terrible. 
Maybe they should change the guy in the car. —Matt Crossman 
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Vinnie: |t’s good to see Jeff Burton in the 
mix of Nextel Cup contenders for a second 
straight season. The No. 31 Cingular sen- 
sation dialed up a big victory at Texas ear- 
lier this year, and he will be wired for more 
calm, calculated driving at Darlington’s 
slick track. Expect Burton to make it 
14-for-25 in top 10s at the venue by 
eaming his third career series victory 
there. 

Sleeper: Jamie McMurray. 

Not so fast: Dale Earnhardt Jr. 


Vinnie 1,385; Roger, 1,257. 


& Castrol GTX Engine Sludge Tip #32 


Who will win at Darlington? 


Roger: Experience is paramount at Dar- 
lington, and Jeff Gordon's graying tem- 
ples prove he has plenty. Gordon has six 
wins at this track, most of any active 
driver, and he’s the hottest driver on the 
circuit. It’s just too bad this track will be 
repaved after the conclusion of this race. 
It was nice having one track where fuel 
mileage never came into play. But, hey, 
maybe they'll find Jimmy Hoffa! 

Sleeper: Ryan Newman. 

Not so fast: Kevin Harvick. 


Nextel Cup points (based on how the experts’ choices finished in points races): 


To help prevent sludge build-up in your engine, change your oil every 3 months or 3,000 miles, whichever comes first. 


Use a quality motor oil, such as Castrol GTX which is proven to help prevent engine sludge formation. To find out if you're at 
risk for sludge, check out Castrol.com/studge. 


GTX CAN. 


Fight back against sludge with the superior 
sludge protection of Castrol GTX. Its new 
anti-sludge formula hammers sludge before 
it can build up in your engine. GTX is so 
powerful, it passed the industry's toughest 
sludge standard* Not all oils did. 

You can’t see sludge coming. Better get 
something that can. Castrol GTX. Check out 
castrol.com/us for more information. 
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NHL 


Duck tales, woo hoo! 


Anaheim 
has quite 

a collection 
of short 


stories 


By Kara Yorio 


kyorio@ sportingnews.com 


ome teams move through the playoffs 
with one dominant theme, a prominent 
star and a bunch of bit players in the 
background. Not so with the Ducks. 
Anaheim returns to the Western Con- 
ference finals and brings plenty of story lines. 


History or precedent? 

The Ducks swept through their conference 
semifinals series last season, then waited. When 
they finally returned to the ice for the confer- 
ence finals, they were ushered out by the Oilers 
in five games. 

So what did they learn? And how do they 
keep rest from turning into detrimental rust? 
And how will they handle fielding those ques- 
tions for days before the conference finals begin? 

This team won't repeat last season’s failures. 
First of all, it needs the rest. The Ducks played 
three overtime games against the Canucks in 
their semifinal series, which they won in five 
games. Two of those games went to two over- 
times. The break from the physical and mental 
stress should be welcomed. And the experience 
of last season will be enough to teach the Ducks 
how to use this time off to their advantage. 


Oh, brother! 


We all know the story: Scott Niedermayer, a 
three-time Cup winner, left the Devils to go 
west to Anaheim and play with his brother Rob. 
Scott had beaten Rob and the Ducks in the 2003 
Finals and had spent much of the postgame 
outside a quiet Anaheim locker room, where he 
looked more like a sympathetic older brother 
than a Cup winner. Then Scott became an 
unrestricted free agent in 2005 and made the 
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Getzlaf is one of the young guns who has the Ducks m 


brothers’ wish to play together in the NHL a 
reality. When Scott scored in the second over- 
time to beat the Canucks in Game 5, they were 
another step closer to getting another Nieder- 
mayer engraved on that Cup. Scott, the 2004 
Norris Trophy winner (and a finalist again this 
season with teammate Chris Pronger), is doing 
everything he can to make this family dream 
come true. 


A single-Pronger attack 

The team’s leading scorer this postseason, 
Pronger is nothing short of amazing. After a 
string of injuries had left many doubting the 
veteran could have a serious impact in this 
league anymore, Pronger was traded to 
Edmonton in 2005, then shockingly led the 
Oilers to the Stanley Cup finals, But that could 
have been dismissed as a one-time thing—a 
good run at the right time. This season, Pronger 
has quieted any doubters. So far in these play- 
offs, he has been a force again. It seems like there 
has barely been a minute without Pronger or 
Scott Niedermayer on the ice. That’s a mighty 
challenge—on the penalty kill, on the power 
play, at even strength—for the opposition to 
overcome. 


The power of youth 

Ryan Getzlaf, Corey Perry, Dustin Penner. It’s 
a coming-of-age coming-out party. 

Getzlaf is getting quite a bit of attention, par- 
ticularly because teammate Teemu Selanne told 
the media that although everybody may be 


talking about that Crosby kid, Getzlaf could one 
day be the best player in the league. Getzlaf has 
all the tools, his veteran teammate said; he just 
doesn’t get the publicity. 

For Getzlaf, who turns 22 on May 10, this 
breakout playoffs is the product of his natural 
skills plus some hard work. As a rookie last 
season, he got caught coasting at times. He spent 
some time in the AHL after a shoulder injury. He 
was ridden hard by coach Randy Carlyle in an 
effort to get that effort that would bring out the 
best in a kid with a ton of potential. 

Now Getzlaf is going and Perry, 21, and 
Penner, 24, are right beside him. They are the 
future of the franchise, but they are very much a 
part of its present success, as well. 


And if that’s not enough ... 


There’s the resurgent Finnish Flash, Selanne. 

And goalie J.S. Giguere, whose son was born 
with vision problems just as the regular season 
was ending. He took some time off, then sat on 
the bench as Ilya Bryzgalov started in the team’s 
first-round series. Giguere got in net during the 
third period of Game 4 against the Wild and 
has been there ever since. He enters the confer- 
ence finals with a 1.28 goals-against average and 
a .952 save percentage this postseason. 

And there’s Andy McDonald and Francois 
Beauchemin and this team’s willingness to drop 
the gloves whenever. 

When it comes to the Ducks, there are plenty 
of reasons to watch and more than a few good 
stories to share. SN 
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Because of the salary cap, there omereeererereenae 


are likely to be some talented 
players available as unrestricted 
free agents come July. For 
example, can the Sabres keep 
Cs Chris Drury and Daniel Briere? 
Unlikely. At least one of them will 
hit the open market. The Devils 
could lose C Scott Gomez and 
D Brian Rafalski. Other players whose contracts 
will be up when June is over: Predators captain 
D Kimmo Timonen (and his teammates C Peter Fors- 
berg and LW Paul Kariya), Islanders LW Jason 
Blake, Blackhawks C Michal Handzus, Canadiens 
D Sheldon Souray, Lightning LW Ruslan Fedotenko 
and Wild G Niklas Backstrom. Any team looking 
for a veteran presence can pursue Red Wings 
D Mathieu Schneider, Penguins RW Mark Recchi or 
Wild C Wes Walz; all are in their late 30s and have 
plenty of experience to share. * All of Toronto is in 
a tizzy after the Toronto Sun reported C Mats 
Sundin would have career-threatening hip surgery 
during the offseason. Sundin, 36, is trying to nego- 
tiate a contract extension with the Maple Leafs. The 
organization and Sundin’s agent vehemently 
denied the story, but the Sun backed its scoop by 
citing unnamed medical sources and insisted the 
surgery could put the Leafs’ captain’s career in 
doubt depending on what doctors find once they 
go in. » Although the Senators’ top forward line of 
LW Dany Heatley, C Jason Spezza and RW Daniel 


Luongo measured up 
to expectations, but 
his team’s offense 
came up short. 


<==") Alfredsson has been great and 
| _ likely will give any defense a few 
|| sleepless nights, G Ray Emery has 
|| been the most important piece of 
| | the puzzle. As the Senators head 
into the Eastern Conference finals 
against the high-scoring Sabres, 
Ottawa finally has a goalie who is 
stepping up his performance in 
the playoffs. > Islanders fans must be a little 
nervous about next season after learning G Rick 
DiPietro had hip surgery for a labral tear. The press 
release called the surgery successful, of course, and 
said DiPietro would be well and ready for training 
camp. But goalies and hip trouble are not a good 
combination, and the injury often can be a lin- 
gering issue. DiPietro only has 14 years left on his 
contract. * It was a tough first playoff experience 
for Canucks G Roberto Luongo, the finalist for the 
Hart Trophy as league MVP, the Vezina Trophy as 
the league’s best goalie and the Pearson Award for 
MVP as voted by the players. Luongo had a great 
playoffs statistically (so long as you don’t look at 
the wins and losses). He had a 1.77 goals-against 
average and a .941 save percentage through his two 
rounds. He went into overtime six times in 12 
games—including two overtimes twice and four 
overtimes once. An elite goaltender is supposed to 
make the difference in the playoffs, but how much 
more could have been asked or expected of 
Luongo? 


——— 


American fans unfamiliar with 
legendary and controversial 
Canadian commentator Don 
Cherry had better brace them- 
selves for the Stanley Cup 
finals when Cherry brings his 
act to NBC. Everyone has been 
waiting for Brett Hull to say 
something unbelievable or 
Offensive, but it hasn't hap- 
pened. With Cherry, there won't 
be much of a wait. 

There is nothing more frus- 
trating in hockey—particularly 
playoff hockey—than going to a 
video replay that is inconclusive 
because of the angle of the 
camera or a piece of equipment 
in the way, when everything in 
you knows that puck completely 
crossed the goal line. 

Good luck to Canadiens G.M. 
Bob Gainey with the Gainey 
Foundation, a charity estab- 
lished by him and his family to 
honor his daughter and wife 
and to assist the causes that 
were important to them. 
Gainey’s daughter was killed 
earlier this season when she 
was swept overboard while 
working as a crew member on 
a boat off Cape Cod. His wife 
died of cancer in 1995. 


G |BLOG ALERT | 
‘Tf the captaincy of its 
national team is the 
biggest issue facing 
Canada, then make 
room because I’m 
moving north, 


Kara Yorio thinks the Canadian 
government has bigger things to 
worry about than holding hearings 
about Shane Doan’s captaincy. 


Sound off at sportingnews.com. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Tis the season for rebirth, renewal and really good football players. 


Meet the kings of spring 


By Tom Dienhart 


tdienhart i .cOm 


All-spring team 


Astute coordinator Tim Lappano knew it 
last season: Locker is special. But Lappano 
never took the redshirt off the kid, even as 
U-Dub’s season unraveled. Locker dis- 
played a rocket arm and uncanny accuracy 
all spring. Even better, he showed he is a 
leader. That’s why the Huskies might reach 
a bowl for the first time since 2002. 


Alex Mack, California 


QB Jake Loc ee 
RB oe Smith, ee State sJr. 


ce ea Saar eRaERGR Fe Se 
Sure, he’s got L___ Matt Robinson, Wake Forest _ Sr : 
speed, but wait ‘L Brian Orakpo,texas Jr. 
until you see L Marcus Tillman, Ole Miss So. 


LB Chris Jeske, Northwestern = So. 
LB Eric Gordon, Michigan State — Fr. 
LB Anthony Heygood, Purdu ieeen ie 
DB Kenny Phillips, Miami 

DB Courtney Greene, Rutgers: ail a 
DB Craig Steltz, LSU 

DB Trevard Lindley, Kentucky — —— 
Specialists 


1 Vor oo 
P Matt DiLallo, Colorado 


Smith’s moves. 


Lorenzo Booker was supposed to be the next 
Warrick Dunn. He wasn’t; this guy is. 
Working in new coordinator Jimbo Fisher’s 
revamped attack, the diminutive Smith (5-9, 
188) flashed fabulous speed and jock-dropping 
moves time and again. 


Check out who made Tom Dienhart’s 
all-undrafted team at sportingnews.com. 


The hype surrounding him was legendary. 
So was his spring. Benn enrolled early and 
showed advanced skills. In three scrim- 
mages, “Regis” grabbed 13 passes for 267 
yards and a TD. The Juice Williams-to- 
Benn connection will make football fun in 
Champaign. 


Remember him? Everybody’s mega-blue-chip 
stud from a few years ago, Byers re-emerged 
and reclaimed a starting guard slot after a 
couple of injury-marred seasons. He also 
showed versatility by working out at center. 
Byers may end up fulfilling the hype that fol- 
lowed him to Troy. 


His job: take over the “bandit” end spot 
formerly occupied by Gaines Adams. 
So far, so good. Sapp (6-4, 220) had 
two tackles for losses and a sack in the 
spring game. How'd he do it? Pure, 
unadulterated speed. Just wait until 
Sapp bulks up. He'll be a terror off the 


The guy already was 
good, but the next 
Ronnie Lott became 
even better this spring. 
In the team’s scrim- 
mage, Phillips had eight 
tackles and two pass 
breakups. Even more 
vital, he became a leader 
of a defense that is likely 
to be outstanding. 


Several prominent BCS coaches are pushing their _ while trying to land a second Big 12 game (besides 
university presidents to petition the NCAA for an —_ Texas-Oklahoma) to coincide with the State Fair of 
NEL draft opt-out rule that would allow eligible Texas in 2008. Dallas wanted Texas A&M-Texas Tech 
underclassmen who declare for the draft but couldn’t make the deal sweet enough for A&M to 
to return to school if they don’t hirean _ give up a home game. Now it appears the second 


Scouting Combine—possibly March 1— _ 1996 before 30,000 fans—about 60,000 shy of the 


agent—much like in college basketball. game will be Texas Tech-Oklahoma State. Tech and 
DIS The cutoff date likely would be after the | OSU played a neutral-site game at Texas Stadium in 


BOB LEVERONE / SN (2) 
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which would allow players time to judge 90,000 seats proposed for the revamped Cotton Bowl. 
their draft prospects. * Dallas never |» Oregon State seemingly has it all with 17 starters 
learns. After stalled renovations to the _ back from a team that beat Southern California and 
decrepit Cotton Bowl contributed to the city’s losing won 10 games. The problem: QBs Sean Canfield and 
the Cotton Bowl game to the Dallas Cowboys’ new _ Lyle Moevao were average all spring, and neither 
facility in Arlington in 2010, Dallas stumbled again —_ assumed control of the offense. —Mait Hayes 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


College basketball took a step back and examined the rules— 
and the result will change the way the game is played. 


Are you man 


enough to 
make a 3? 


By Mike DeCourcy 


our. i Cc 


oon, the 3-pointer in this game will be a 

man’s shot. Literally. The woman who 

plays NCAA basketball will continue to 

shoot 3s from behind a line set 19 feet, 9 

inches from the center of the basket. 
The boy or girl who plays in high school will 
fire from the same distance. The man who plays 
in college, though, will move back a foot and 
chuck it from there. 

And afterward, he will slap on some Old 
Spice, jump into his pickup truck, throw some 
Metallica into the CD player and head on home 
to watch Caddyshack—again—on his big- 
screen TV. Because this is what men do. 

The NCAA rules committee has voted to set 
the 3-point line in men’s basketball at 20 feet, 9 
inches, and chair Larry Keating expects this 
proposal to be approved by an NCAA oversight 
panel, which will meet later this month, and 
adopted for the 2008-09 season. Keating jokes 
that there were arguments over whether the old 
line was too close from the moment the rule 
was passed more than 20 years ago. Folks 
around the game have accumulated two 
decades’ worth of empirical and anecdotal evi- 
dence that suggests it was. 

Empirical: Of every 10 shots taken in the 
2006-07 season, 3.4 were launched from 


INTERNATIONAL 


POF 6 in a 


3-point range, up from about 1.5 of every 10 in 
1986-87, the first year of the 3-pointer. Over the 
past 11 seasons, 3-point accuracy improved 
from 34.1 percent to 35.0 percent. 
Anecdotal: “You've got bad 
shooters taking it—you’ve also 
got bad shooters making it,” 
Notre Dame coach Mike Brey 


The move was designed to 
bring a greater sense of balance 
to the game, to prevent it from 
becoming too much of a long- 
range shooting contest. It’s 
expected to enhance offensive 
flow by opening up more space 
on the court. 

Teams that set their perimeter 


him to do. 


speedread_ 


In Rick Majerus’ final 
seasons at Utah, there 
says. were so many off-court 
issues—his health, NCAA 
sanctions, player defec- 
tions—it is easy to forget 
what an astounding 
coach he is. He averaged 
26 victories in his last 
eight full seasons. That's 
what Saint Louis hired 


players behind the 3-point line on offense will 
have to move them back. Teams that try to drop 
from the perimeter to double-team the ball in 
the post on defense will have more ground to 
cover. With less conges- 
tion in the key area, it 
likely will be easier for 
officials to identify the 
bumping, clutching and 
grabbing that defenders 
employ to disrupt offen- 
sive flow. 

All this is expected to 
enhance the value of 
player movement, with 
and without the basket- 
ball. It’s a more beautiful 
game when the players 
are in motion. 

“Everybody wants to 
go on to the NBA, and 
the pros shoot it from 
farther out,” says Texas 
A&M guard Josh Carter, 
who led the nation in 3- 
point percentage. “So I 
think it would be fine.” 

Stephen Curry, a guard 
at Davidson, grew up heaving 3s from NBA 
range—23 feet, 9 inches—because his father, 
Dell, was one of the game’s great long-range 
shooters. 

“I was always around NBA 
courts,” Stephen says. “When 
they'd leave the court, I'd go on 
it, and I'd use that line to judge 
where the 3-pointer was. My 
dad always told me not to shoot 
so many 3s because he didn’t 
think I was strong enough. After 
[ kept practicing for a long time, 
it got a little easier.” 

Now that he has grown into a 
man, it’s easier still. But soon— 
not soon enough—it’ll be a little 
tougher than it has been. SN 


Villanova coach Jay Wright and G Scottie Reynolds have 
been discussing whether Reynolds is a better fit playing 
point guard or shooting guard. Reynolds played both 
spots as a freshman and was among the nation’s best 
first-year players. Reynolds is comfortable at the point, 
but late in close games he is valuable coming off screens 
to shoot or attack. Even without G Mike Nardi, Vil- 
lanova has flexibility in the backcourt because elite 
recruit Corey Stokes can play either spot and incoming 


no pressing needs. The Buckeyes will only fill that 
vacancy with another big-time player—they have 
already signed four top 25 recruits. Otherwise, OSU will 
hold that scholarship for 2009. > The NCAA recently 
passed a rule stating athletes can use only one class from 
a prep school “fifth year” toward the minimum core 
requirements—now 14 classes, soon to be 16—for 
freshman eligibility. Athletes no longer will be able to 
foul up their freshman and sophomore years of high 


-s= 


Gs Corey Fisher and Malcolm Grant are natural points. > Even with the 
expected departures of C Greg Oden, PG Mike Conley and SG Daequan 
Cook, Ohio State has only one open scholarship for the class of 2008 and 


school and clean it up later on after colleges become interested. Those 
who do have early academic issues and still want to play Division I likely 
will have to start at a junior college. 


Se 
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And in 
this 
corer ... 


Suns point guard Steve 
Nash took a wrong turn 
last weekend—but, no, 
he didn’t end up in the 
ring in Vegas. Rather, 
Nash collided head-on 
with the Spurs’ Tony 
Parker late in the fourth 
quarter of Sunday’s 
Western Conference 
semifinals opener. 

With Nash oozing blood 
and on the bench for 
most of the final 
minute, the Suns lost 
Game 1 by a nose— 
111-106. Nash got six 
stitches after the game. 


MATT YORK / AP 
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IT’S THE BIG BERTHA OF MOTOR OILS. 


Advanced 
Supers yn 
fem 
tn 000 Protection for 


000 Miles.” Guaranteed! i 


(RecA A SINAC Remap - 


Liner ymmnnse bees a AC OF NER i 


Callaway Golf, Big Bertha, the Chevron Device, and Fusion are registered trademarks and/or trademarks of Callaway Golf Company. 


© 2006 Exxon Mobil Corporation. Mobil 1 is a trademark of Exxon Mobil Corporation or one of its subsidiaries 
NASCAR?® is a registered trademark of The National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing, Inc. 


What di these high-performance Callaway Golf® clubs and Mobil 1 Extended Performance oil have 

in common? Both represent the absolute pinnacle of technology in their respective fields. In the case 

1 Extended Performance, that means a fully synthetic oil, specially formulated to give your 

= exceptional performance and a remarkable 15,000 miles’ worth of protection. And best of all, 

backed by a comprehensive guarantee. For details, visit www.mobiloil.com or see your local retailer. 
Mobil 1 Extended Performance. The oil that’s changing oil. 


Official Motor Oil of = 
MT NASCAR Mobil il 


CHANGE ine WORLD. 


URNS Our you WERE R BHT. 


, 
WOW WL tree wee 


You've*had an impact on that young person ih your life. Now that person can have ange 
es onthe world. In the Navy, theyll provide aid to victims of natural disasters. 
Fight : a3 piracy. And defend freedom ea You said they could live their dreams; 


